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President’s Message

The Joliet Army Arscnal, which
is being decommissioned, represents
the largest undeveloped tract of land
near Chicago with the polential of
becoming a birding hotspol if kept
natural. Despite the presence of en-
dangered and threalencd speciesthere,
the U.S. government did not at this
writing intend to designate the arsenal
as a wildlifc refuge. Not surprisingly,
numerous groups including land de-
velopers have expressed an interestin
the land.

This situation crcates an issue for
108 to ponder. To what extent should
webeinvolvedin land use issues? Onc
of our statcd objectives is to support
the well-being of birds and birding in
I1linois. On a broad scale, this objec-
tive would naturally intersect with is-
sues of land use and conservation.

Since the inception of 10§, we
have invested our energy strictly with
birds and birding rather than spending
some of our resources delving into
conservation-related issucs. While it
is important 10 note that our identity
focuses on birds, we can not ignore

the land use issues that conslantly
are presented to 10S for potential in-
volvement. We support saving land
from unnecessary development as
well as protecting land to insure avian
diversity.

It appears prudent now to address
the land use question and formulate
the approach IOS should take in the
future regarding (his issuc. Member-
ship input will help achicve a well-
rounded solution. Feel free to contact
me with your thoughts on this topic.

nce Woltlyn
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First Illinois Record
and Specimen

by Ellen B. and Sherwin Strauss

Each ycar starting in mid-
August, migraling Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds  (Archilochus
colubris) stop in our yard to partake
from our hummingbird feeders. Some
days we see three to [our females or
immaturesperformingtheiraerialma-
ncuvers and zipping around us when
we work in the yard.

Atabout8a.m., 14 October 1993,
I was waltching a ruby-throat on its
usual perch outside our patio window
onthe lilac bush near the feeder when
I noticed a strange little “hummer”
nearby. The bird wasbrown, not green
as expected even in juvenile ruby-
throats (Peterson 1980, Robbins
1983). Furthermore, this hummer
was aggressive. It chased juncos and
chickadees as well as the Ruby-
throated Hummingbird.

When | checked the field guides,
the bird most ciosely resembied a
Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus
rufus). 1 called Peg Walsh of the
Thomcreek Audubon Society; she
was excited because thismightbe the
first confirmable sighting of a spe-
cies considered hypothetical in Illi-
nois (Bohlen 1989). Walsh called Toe
Milosevich and Jeff Chenowyth, who
lived nearby, to photograph the bird
and document its identity. They
agreed the bird was animmature male
Selasphorus hummingbird. There
were some doubts as to whether it
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Rufous

Wwas an iminaiure fe-
maleormale Allen’s
Hummingbird
(Selasphorus sasin)
oraRufous (§. rufics)
sinceitisimpossible
to separate the two
in the field (Stiles
1972, Goetz 1987). Rufous seemed
more likely; yet Allen’s Humming-
bird had been recorded recently in
Texas and LLouisiana and as far cast
as Massachusetts (Andrews and
Baltosser 1990).

Word of this unusual bird (rav-
eled fast. During the weekend almost
100 birders came (o see the hum-
mingbird, setting up their tripods,
telescopes, cameras, and videos and
“0ooing and ahhhing” over the little
brown bird. For some it was their
first sighting of a probuble Rufous
Hemmingbird, and for most it was
the firsi one ibcy had seen in Illinois.
Everyone who came gol to see the
bird; many animatedly discussed
whether it was an immature rufous
or Allen’s. Bul that didn’t matter to
us. We were just happy having such
an unuseal bird in our backyard and
delighted to meet so many enthusias-
tic, interesting, and informed birders.

On 21 October the ruby-throated
fluttered its tail and left for warmer
climes. We assumed the rufous
would migrate, too, but it did not. I

contacted officials {from zoos and
nature centers asking if thcy would
take the bird. Not only did they tell
us, “No,” but they also cmphatically
directed us to remove the feeders to
force the bird (0 leave. Reluctantly,
we did.

On the third moming after the
feeders were removed, Sherwin
Strauss saw the rufous flying around
the yard. Afier much agonizing, we
hung up a feeder. Tt was obvious the
bird was not leaving and we wcre
then just starving him,

We niceded help, so 1 coniacied
David Johnson who referred us to a
hummingbird authority, Nancy
Newtfield, in Louisiana. She was re-
viewing Milosevich’s photographs to
determinc if a positive species iden-
tification could be made.

Newlicldsaid we should ioihiave
removed the feeders since (he bird
had alrcady migrated hundreds of
miles to our house and was going no
farther. Thenextday we experienced
bitter weather and a snow storm. Our
flowersdiedin the {rost, and early the
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morning of 12 November we were
devastated to find the immature male
hummingbird dead, not far from the
feeder.

On 13 November we took the
bird to Dr. David Willard and Tho-
mas Schulenberg, ornithologists at
the Field Museum of Natural History
inChicago. Schulenberg prepared and
examined the specimen and took
measurements thatmade this the first
confirmed Rufous Hummingbird in
[llinois.

When I came home late on
27 October 1993, I noticed on the
kitchen table a crude sketch of a

hummingbird that my wife, Chris-
tine, had made while observing birds
visiting the feeders that day. We had
seen no hummingbirds for 18 days.
Christine’s drawing highlighted a
buffy colored area below the folded
wing. I knew this was a different
hummingbird and immediately
cleaned the twofeeders and restocked
them with a stronger sugar solution.
A cold front was passing through and
temperatures were in the high 30s.

Dawn did notarrivesoonenough.
I checked the feeders, and there it
was. Even in the gloom of heavy
cloud cover, the honey-orange color-
ing of the flank arca was obvious.
The throat had several large dark-

Rufous Hummingbird Specimen Measurements

Thomas Schulenberg of the Field
Museum of Natural History, Chicago,
prepared the Rufous Hummingbird
specimen (FMNH 360705) found in
the Strauss backyard. His measure-
ments are as follows: The bird
weighed 3 grams and had little fat.
The testes measured less than 1 x 1
mm. The bird was in immature plum-

age except that it had already ac-
quired several adult rectrices.

Using dial calipers Schulenberg
recorded the following measure-
ments: exposed culmen, 15.3 mm;
wing chord, 40.7 mm; width of rec-
trix 1, 8.1 mm; and the greatest width
of immature rectrix 5 (the right rec-

continued on next page

tipped feathers centrally and spotted
lines of smaller greenish feathers lat-
erally.

The bird also had a unique flight
silhouette. [theld its tail horizontally

Clinching the bird’s
vagrant status was the
rufous coloring at the
base of the tail feathers...

while the body was angled upwards
about 25 degrees. The view lasted a
few minutes, just enough to know
this was a great bird.

The bird was not seen again until
30 October after which Cody Smout,

Immature male Rufous Hummingbird at feeder, 22 Oct. 1993, Olympia
Fields, Cook County. Photos by Joe B. Milosevich

Vol. 3, No. 2

Rufous
Hummingbird:

[llinois’ Second
Record

by Robert F. Danley

Judy DeNeal, and Todd Fink, a natu-
ral heritage biologist for the Illinois
Department of Conservation, came
to see it. Clinching the bird’s vagrant
status was the rufous coloring at the
base of the tail feathers, which was
noted by all in many good views and
postures. We knew it was probably
one of the species in the genus
Selasphorus, but to determine ex-
actly which is very difficult, if not
impossible withoutin-hand measure-
ment (Goetz 1987). For a positive
identification, nooptionexisted other
than for a licensed bander to trap the
bird.

During my lunch hour on 1 No-
vember, Fink and Louise Augustine,
both licensed banders, DeNeal, and I
assembled in my living room await-
ing the hummingbird’s entrance to
the trap. Our anxiety lasted all of 30

continued on next page
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FIRST KEECOUKRD, continued

trix 5 was adult), 3.5 mm. 'The tips of
both webs of rcctrix 2 were
cmarginated. Most of these mea-
surements were indicative of cither

it tha voideh ~
npeCIf‘/S, butthe widthofrectiix Swas

at the high end of measurements for
immature male rufous (range: 2.7
mm - 3.6 mm), and outside the range
for immature male Allen's (range:
1.7 mm - 2.6 mm) (Stiles 1972). In
addition, the very emarginated rec-
trix 2 was diagnostic for Rufous
(Stiles 1972).
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SECOND RECORD, continned

seconds when the bird flew directly
into the cage. Like a precision swat
tecam, we immediately began mca-
suring and photographing (he bird.
In 10minutes, wemecasured billlength
and wing chord, then plucked three
tail feathers, two gorget feathers,
and (wo mantle teathers. Numerous
photographs crucial to specific
identification were taken. The bird
was released and continued to use
our feeders, appearing unharmed by
the experience.

Identification

Photos showed rufous coloring
on all the tail feathers. This elimi-
nated both Calliope (Stellulacalliope)
and Broad-tailed Hummingbird
(Selasphorus platycercus) ofany sex
or age and all other hummingbird
species  except for Rufousg
(Selasphorus rufus) or Allen’s Hum-
mingbirds (S. sasin) (Stiles 1972).

Our next step was to age and sex
the bird. We noticed there were no
spotted feathers in the intraramal re-
gion (the upper throat bordering the
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base of the bill). This area was clean
white. The spotted feathers farther
down the sides of the throat had pale
edgings restricling he color to the
feather shaft, which is indicative of
animmature female of cither species.

In most cases, the widths of rec-
trices 1 (central tail feathers) and 5
(outer ailfeathers) will prove a bird’s
identity (Goetz 1987), bul there is a
zone of overlap between the largest
Allen’s and smallest Rufous. Mea-
surements above 8.4 mm for rectrix |
and 3.3 mm for recirix S indicate
Rufous Hummingbird.

In our specimen, both rectrices
were almost 9 mm wide. Rectrix 5
appeared to be at least 4 mm wide.
The wing chord measured 46 mm,
These measurements fit the imma-
ture female Rufous Hummingbird,
Other features including feather shape
and propoiticn Of Colors on ihe tail
feathers, point secondarily to the
bird’s identity.

This is the second record for
Rufous Hummingbird in Illinois. Our
bird was last seen 15 January 1994,
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Reddish Egret

First Confirmed State Record

L ake Calumet is surrounded
by waste dumps, incinerators, sanita-
tion plants, and factories. Trucks are
constantly creating minor dust storms.
Anyone considering obeying the
speed limit will almost surely be run
over by the 16-wheelers. Some days,
especially when it’s hot and humid,
the air is so thick and fragrant that I
must breathe through my hand to
mask the aroma. Why anyone would
want to spend as much time as I do in
such an undesirable place is simple.
You never know what birds will ap-
pear.

The summer of 1993 we had so
much rain that the usual shorebird
habitats there were flooded. I de-
cided on 1 August to forget these
traditional hotspots and check some

less accessible areas. One of these is
thenorthend of Lake Calumet, which
is being converted into a golf course.
I couldn’t find any shorebirds, so I

Sometimes you just have
to take a chance. So |
blurted out, “Bet this is

a Reddish Egret.”

climbed to the top of the newly cre-
ated “Mount Calumet” where I saw
that the middle basin was filled with
cgrets. I couldn’t understand how
they could be standing in water that
should be way over their heads. Time
to investigate.

As I drove down the {-94 {ront-

Immature Reddish Egret, 14 August, 1993. Lake Calumet, Cook County.

Photos by Joe B. Milosevich.
Vol. 3, No. 2

by Sue Friscia

age road looking for a good vantage
point, I saw a woman unlocking a
gate to a road that led to the basin. I
drove in acting as if I belonged, but I
don’t recommend anyone else trying
that unless they are willing to take a
chance of being locked in, which has
happened to me in the past. [ stopped
at a dike built through the middle of
the basin. The western section was
dry, and truckers were hauling clay to
use as topping for the golf course. As
a result, a great deal of water had
been drained out of the eastern scc-
tion making it very shallow. This
new area was loaded with egrets,
herons, and shorebirds. I observed a
veritable feeding frenzy. The birds
didn’t even flinch when a cannon
sounded every (ew minutcs to scare
away wildlife from the work area. |
was asked to leave bul told I could
view Lhe area {rom Stony Island Av-
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enue. I checked this new wetland
about every day between 1 and 13
August. There were always several
hundred shorebirds of 12 different

species, andnumerousherons, egrets,
and cormorants.

On 14 Augusl, the Lake Calumet
Ecological Park sponsored a field
trip and folks came from all over the
city. The Chicago Ornithological
Society contingent was there includ-
ing Craig Thayer, John Staudinger,
Loisand Ray Lohmann, Dennis Lanc,
and Phyllis Gruver. They were anx-
ious to explore the new wetland, so
we headed out to the middle basin
before everyone else. T had just fo-
cused my scope on an island in the
middle of the basin when I noticed a
darkish-looking bird standing behind
several Great Egrets. It was notice-
ably smaller, so I thought I might
have my Litlle Blue Heron for the
year. I remarked, “I think I have a
litle blue on the island.”

Everyone immediately turned
their scopes on the bird, butit wasn’t
being very cooperative as il lurked
behind the Great Egrets. The debate
began. “It’s an immalurc great blue.”

“No it’s not!”

“It has to be a little blue. Look
how small it is.”

“Are you cure? Ig it reallv emall

L3-8 44 vailaal) Siligil

or is it just the angle you’re looking
from?”

Ray T.ohmann produced the Na-
tional Geographic bird guide and
passcd it around. After stndying the
plates I realized why we couldn’t
agree. Something was wrong about
both choices. The bird was too small
to be a great blue, but little blues
don’t have bills so big and thick.
Besides, the bill looked almost com-
pletely dark! This bird had a lanky
look; its legs and neck seemed long in
proportion to its body.

AL that point the image of an
unidentified heron I had seen years
before in Illinois came back to me. I
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grabbed the Geographic again and
looked at the paintings of Reddish
Egret (lsgretta rufescens). Now ev-
erything was starting to click: dark
legs, thick bill. Yet there was no

feedine dance characte sriclics nf thic
1ng Gal CRaradierisul Or uils

species. Sometimes you justhaveto
take a chance. So I blurted out, “Bet
this is a Reddish Egret.”

The response was anincredulous,
“Ri}_!'][",

I couldn’t blame them for being
skeplical. Butfinally ouravian friend
gothungry and started to hop around,
swinging its wings like a mad man.
There was no longer any doubt. I
don’i kiow who hopped higher, ihe
bird or us. Just then the rest of the
field trip participants caught up with
us. Walter Marcisz and Jim Landing
confirmed our identification. It was
an immature Reddish Egret.

I spent the rest of the afternoon
callingfriends, walking back and forth
on the dike, greeling folks, and en-
joying theegret with them. It was just
like Andy Warhol predicted. This
was my 15 minutes of fame.

The bird was seen by many ob-
servers and also photographed I last
saw ihic cgiei 24 Sepiember 1993 as I
was doing my usual lunch hour
birding at L.ake Calumet. The egret
was fecding at the Big Marsh, then
flew in and perched on a log not far
from where I was standing. 'l'he final
sighting was 2 October 1993 when
John O’Brien and Paul Pisano
watched Lhe egret at dusk.

Descriptions of the I.ake Calu-
met Reddish Lgret are pending in-

Litoratura (Citad

vestigalion. If accepted, this would
be the first valid record for Illinois.

Distribution

The Reddish Egret breeds form
Baja California and the Gulf Coast
(Florida to Texas) south to the West
Indies and Central America. In the
easternU.S. ithasbeenrecorded as a
vagrant up the Atlantic coastto Nova
Scoliaand, inland, in Missouri, Ken-
tucky, and Pennsylvania (DeSante
and Pyle 1986).

The fall of 1993 produced three
additional sightings, all in the Mid-
west (Kenneth J. Brock in litt.): 21-
22 August, Kingsburg, Indiana; 5 - 8
September, west of Colfax, Jasper
County, lowa; and 2 August, Point
Mouillee State Game Area, Monroe
County, Michigan. All are slate
records pending review by their re-
speclive state ornithological record
commitlecs.

InIllinois, Bohlen (1989) lists the
Reddish Fgret as hypothetical. He
doubts Nelson’s 1877 assertion that
“this species was quite common’ in
Illinois. The only other report, al
Chain-of-Rocks Bridge, Chouteau
Island, Madison County, 29 July
1949, was rejected by the Illinois
Ornithological Records Committee
(Goetz 1990).

Sue Friscia
3417 W. 123rd St.
Alsip, 1L 60658
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A Slaty-backed Gull

Sight Record for Indiana/With Comments on Identification

by Kenneth J. Brock

Thou gh the date was mid-
March, nothing in the harsh domain
of Michigan City, Indiana, harbor
provided the least hint that winter
was waning. Lake Michigan was fro-
zen to the horizon and jagged ice
ridges loomed above last summer’s
shoreline. The yacht basin and har-
bor were choked with pack-ice and a
cold east wind only deepened the
gray overcast. This arctic scene
greeted Susan Bagby and me upon
our 7 a.m. arrival at the harbor on 13
March 1993.

As we drove into the parking lot
John Cassady, Lynea Hinchman, and
John White were busily assembling
scopes and donning cold weather
gear. Our spirits soared when a very
large mass of gulls was detected near
the warm-water discharge of the
Northern Indiana Public Service
Company (NIPSCO) power plant;
few birds were visible elsewhere.
Anxious to scan the gulls for rarities,
the entire group headed westward
toward the jetty, which would pro-
vide a suitable vantage point. During
this brief hike, Brendan Grubejoined
the entourage.

The gulls could be seen reason-
ably well from the base of the jetty.
The flock consisted of perhaps 3,000
birds perched on ice north of the
NIPSCO plant. Using a 20X Kowa
telescope, I scanned the flock three
times detecting only Herring and
Ring-billed Gulls. Viewing condi-
tions were less than ideal. The ice
wasdecoratedwith protruding blocks
and irregular mounds that obscured
many birds. The density of gulls also

Vol. 3, No. 2

made it difficult to see individuals in
the flock. Additionally, most of the
birds faced directly toward us, into
the east wind, providing only ante-
rior views.

We continued to monitor the flock
and at 7:30 a.m. Cassady detected an
adult black-backed individual within
the throng. My first look at the bird,
which was 300 to 400 meters away,
revealed an inky-black mantle sug-
gesting a Great Black-backed Gull
(L. marinus). A slightly better view
showed that this individual was not
larger than adjacent Herring Gulls.
Further, this gull possessed moderate
winter head mottling, which does not
occur on great black-backed adults.
Asthese characters ruleoutL. marinus
I tentatively identified the bird as a
Lesser Black-backed Gull (L. fiscus),
attributing its apparent blackness to
the overcast.

Someonesuggestedthat wemove
to the plant; from that location we
would be both closer to the flock and
have a side view of the gulls as they
faced eastward to the wind. I ob-
jected, noting that the drive to the
plant and hike to the outlet would
consume valuable time, thereby de-
creasing later birding opportunities
along the lakefront. My objection
was quickly overruled.

As we approached the warm wa-
ter outlet, the clouds momentarily
brokeproviding some direct sunlight.
About this time the gull flock took
wing. The bird of interest was quickly
detected within the teaming flock,
allowing a brief view of the upper
wing pattern. In bright sunlight the

black primaries were noticeably
darker than the mantle, providing
additional evidence that the bird was
not a Great Black-backed Gull.

During the flight T checked the
upper wing for a white “primary” bar
thatmightindicate Slaty-backed Gull
(L. schistisagus). This famous mark,
also variously known as the “white
tongue,” “dividing spots,” or “the
string of pearls,” consists of a white
area that separates the posterior por-
tion of the black primaries from the
dark gray mantle. It almost appears
that the white trailing edge of the
upper wing extends into the wing
between the inner primaries from the
mantle (figure 1). The “bar” is cre-
ated by subapical white spots or mir-
rors on the inner webs of primaries
five (hrough eight thatalign when the
wing is spread, thus the term “string
of pearls”.

Not detecting a primary bar, |
eliminated Slaty-backed Gull, con-
cluding that the bird was a lesser
black-backed. The bird then landed
some 200 meters north of the observ-
ers and direct sunlight provided ex-
cellent viewing of the sitting gull
except that its legs were not visible.

Perhaps the cold had numbed my
faculties, but for some reason the fact
that this bird was too large for a
lesser black-backed eluded me and I
turned my attention to a second-year
Iceland Gull (L. glaucoides) that
Grube had sifted from the hoard.

Cassady, who was more perse-
vering than I, announced that our
swarthy-backed friend had pink legs.
A quicklook through the 50x Questar
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Figure 1.

Note that the white trailing edge of the upper wing exiends into the
wing between the inner primaries from the mantle.

revealed that the now visible legs and
feet were indeed bold pink - a full
pink, not the pale flesh or whitish
seen on legs of many immature gulls.
We walched the bird intently until it
departed with the other gulls at 9:15
am. The gull flew several times al-
lowing observation of the wing pat-
tem. Though the primary bar was not
detected, abroad white trailing edge
was observed and the underwing dis-
played gray, rather than black, pri-
maries.

We broke for lunch and ob-
taincd soimnc detailed gull literatuie
including Grant (1986). The bird re-
turned form the westat 1:05p.m.and
joined the flock. Cassady followed it
in his telescope. Upon landing, the
bird{laredits wings allowing Cassady
G see while spots on two inner pri-
maries. The gull was still present
when we left at 2:20 p.n, but was
very difficult to see since it was al-
most always obscured by other gulls
and frequently disappeared into cre-
vasses.

We fecorded e iviiowing iu-
formation while watching the bird.

Observations while Perched

The bird was about the size of
the largest Herring Gull present. Its
mantle was blackish with no hint of
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brown, and stood out boldly among
the herring and ring-bills. [ had ob-
served two adults Icsscr black-
backed within five weeks (the last
on 8 March); both appeared dis-
tinctly paler-backed than this bird.
Thoughno otherdark back gulls were
present for di-

well rounded, rather than angular.

Upper surfaces of the primarics
were jetblack with white apical spots;
the spots were similar in size to those
on nearby Herring Gulls. A large
white mirror was visiblc on the outer-
most primary; scen clearly on the
underwing of the perched bird. The
yellow bill displayed ared spoton the
lowermandible; no black was present.
The bill was about the same gize and
the samne proportions as those on
nearby Herring Gulls. The upper and
lower mandible edges were parallel
and therc was only a slight cnlarge-
mentat the gonydeal angle. Legs and

Observations in Flight

The mantle appeared paler than
the black primary tips; contrast was

rcct compari-
son, I believe
the Michigan
Cily bird was
darker than a
typical Lesser
Rlack-backed
Gull (L.f.
graellsit) but
lighter than a
great black-
backed. Bold
white scapular
patches and
tertials were

Figure 2.

Bold white scapular patches
and tertials were apparent on the perched bird.

apparent on
the perched
bird (figure 2).

The head was whitish with finc
brownich mottling, which was mod
erafely intense on the nape and more
diffuscelsewhere(figuie 3). The faini
mottling gave theentirehead a creamy
cast compared with the stark white
heads of nearby breeding-plumaged
Herring and Ring-billed Gulls.
Slightly darker mottling was present
around the eye. The head appeared

Drawing by John Cassady.

clearly visible in ftlight. The most
conspicuous feature ontheupper wing
was a.very bread (2-3 cm. wide)
white trailing edge, which was espe-
cially evident on ihe inner wing (fig-
ure 4). The (railing edge was much
wider than those noted on nearby
Herring Grulls,

The underwings were white
exceptforadiffuse grayishwash that
covered the primaries, and extended
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inward on the [light feathers cover-
ing about half of the sccondaries.
This smudgy gray did not reach the

Figure 3.
The head was whitish with fine brownish
mottling, which was moderately intense

on the nape and more diffuse elsewhere.

at 200 meters or more through bin-
oculars apparently explains my in-
ability to detect this mark.

Elimination of
Similar Species

The only North
American gulls likely to
be confused with a typi-
cal slaty-backed are:
Great Black-backed,
Lesser Black-backed,
Western, and Yellow-
legged Gulls. All char-
acterislics observed are
consistent with slaty-
backed andatleastthree
marks are incompatible

Drawing by John Cassady.

bird’s body. Both the underparts and
tail were white.

Despite concerted effort, I was
never able to see a white primary bar
form either above or below, but
Cassady saw two of the while spots
on one occasion when the bird flared
for landing (figure 4).

Identification

The Michigan City bird was an
adult winter Slaty-backed Gull. My
inability to see the primary bar was
troublesome; indeed, it initially led
me to rule out slaty-backed. My only
previous slaty-backed was the 1984
St. Louis bird, which possessed a
very distinctive bar. An examination
of published photographs revealed
that this mark is far less conspicuous
on many birds. Goetz et al. (1986)
note that mirrors on the eighth pri-
mary are quite small on a significant
number of individuals, rendering the
primary bar less visible. Examine
IFigure 1 noting the effect of remov-
ing the large mirror on primary eight.
A morcobscurebar,coupled with the
fact that all flight observations were
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with each alternate pos-
sibility. Irnportantly, all
four of the other black-backed spe-
cies have black, not gray undersides
on (he outer two primaries (Grant,
1986, p. 174-75.)

The Michigan City bird wasmuch
smaller and paler backed than the
great black-backed, which ?
also has a much narrower /4
white trailing edge on the
upperwing and little con-
trast between the wingtips
and mantle.

Adult Lesser
Black-backed
Gulls have
yellowlegsand
a narrow (1 cm.”?) trail-
ing edge on wing. L.
Sfuscusisalsosmallerand
possesses a finer bill
thana Herring Gull. The
race that occurs in the
Midwest (graellsii) is
also paler backed than
the Michigan City bird.

The Western Gull is

ing cdge. However, the Western
Gull’s bill is proportionally much
deeper with bold expansion at the
gony. The white primary bar spots do
not occur on Western Gull (Hoffman
et al. 1978). Only the pale northern
subspecics (L. 0. occidentalis), which
has a mantle tint similar to Thayer’s
Gull (Weber, 1981), and i s therefore
much paler than the Indian bird, has
winter head mottling. The darker
backed trom L.L wymani has a clean
white head in winter (Binford, 1978).
IFurther, Grant states (hat the fine
streaking on nominate birds is gray;
head mottling on the Michigan City
bird was brownish.

Yellow-footed Gull is eliminated
by the same factors as western plus
this bird has yellow, rather than pink,
legs and feet.

Possible Hybrids

The elimination ofhybridsis very
difficultas there exists no well-tested
theory through which morphological
factors can positively rule out hy-
bridism. The practice has been to
assume that hybrids possess charac-
ters intermediate between their par-
ents. That is, each morphological
characteristic will either match that
trait on one parent, or be an
intermediale blend of
the parental types.
Studies in contact

Figure 4.

The most conspicuous feature
on the upper wing was a very
broad (2-3 cm. wide) white
trailing edge, which was
especially evident on the
inner wing. The trailing

edge was much wider than

those noted on nearby Herring Gulls.

the most similar species.
It is roughly slaty-
backedinsize, has pink legs, and can
possess afairly wide upper wing trail-

Drawing by John Cassady.

zones provide the main evidence that
this approach can be applied to gulls.
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These studies reveal that gull hybrids
display a full spectrum of
integradations between the parental
types, and thatmany characters, such
asmantle tint, areintermediate blends.
Indeed, Hoffman et al. (1987) used
mantle darknessamongother traits to
identify western X glaucous-winged
hybrids. The literature also contains
my hybrid gull descriptions in which
conjectural parents are deduced by
seieciing species whose raiis brackei
those of the presumed hybrid (Foxall
1979, DeBenedicits, 1978, and Jehl,
1971). Though speculative, this is
apparently the only methed of as-
sessing gull hybridism using mor-
phological characteristics.

Iconsidered various combinations
of the larger North American Larids
(California, Herring, Thayer’s, Ice-
land, Lesser Black-backed, Western,
Glaucous-winged, Glaucous, and
Grcat Black-backed Gulls) to sece if
any crosses might produce wraits that
bracket those of the bird in question.
None produced a combination of fea-
tures identical to the Michigan City
bird. The closest combination was a
Thayer’s X western (L.o. wymani)
hybrid. This cross might possess a
wide upper wing trailing edge (from
the western) plus gray underwings
and primary bar (from Thayer’s).
However, the mantle of this hybrid
would likely be paler than that ob-
served on the Michigan City bird.
Binford (1978) states thatL.o. wymani
ishalfashade paler than L.f. graellsii,
thus a Thayer’s X western shouid be
noticeably paler backed than the
Michigan City bird. From a practical
viewpoint, this combination is even
more remote as their breeding ranges
are separated by several thousand
kilometers.

Discussion

The Michigan City bird repre-
sents Indiana’s first Slay-backed Gull
record. This species seems to be un-
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dergoing rapid expansion through-
outNorth America. Theinitial occur-
rence in the contiguous 48 states oc-
curred in St. Louis during the winter
of 1983/84. Over the subsequent de-

cndo tho enocioc hae hoan rocnrdad
Laly], ulv SPULITSs 1Uds OUUL ITLUIUCU

several times including a third-win-
ter bird in exireme south Texas
(Lasley and Sexton 1992). A major
incursion occurred during the winter
011992/93 with reports from Ontario
(Ridout 1993), at least two in Oregon
(Tweit and Johnson 1993), and Ohio
(Peterjohn and Gustafson 1993). The
Michigan City bird was apparently a
pariicipauti in ihis incursion.

Hasthe frequency of Slaty-hacked
Gull appearance in the United States
really increased orare better informed
birders now detecting birds previ-
ously missed? There appears no clear
answer to this question. It is clear,
however, that dark-mantled gulls oc-
curring in the Midwest can no longer
safely be assumed to simply be Lesser
or Great Black-backed Gulls.
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FIELD IDENTIFICATION

A Beginner’s Guide
to Dark-Mantled Gulls in Illinois

by Peter C. Petersen

A combination of greatly im-
proved texts, better optics, and more
knowledgcable observers has resulted
in a sharp increase in the records for
dark-mantled gulls in Illinois. While
most records have been between
November and March, some have
been earlier or later. The four
species considered are Lesser Black-
backed Gull (Larus fuscus), Weslern
Gull (Larus occidentalis), Slaty-
backed Gull, (Larus schistisagus),
and Great Black-backed Gull,
(Larus marinus).

Distribution in Illinois

Lesser Black-backed and
Great Black-backed Gulls are the
most common dark-mantled gull
species observed in [1linois. West-
ermn and Slaty-backed Gulls are
very rare vagrants in Illinois
(Bohlen 1989).

Great Black-backed Gulls
havebeen seen in the prairie state
for more than 100 years (Bohlen
1989). During November 1991 and
April1992, theMeadowlarkField
Notes contained 17 reports: two
from November, fiveeach for De-
cemberandJanuary, threc forFeb-
ruary, two for March, and one for
April.

Lesser Black-backed Gull wasnot
recordedinIllinoisuntil 1980 (Bohlen
1989); but between 1980 and 1987,
some 18 acceptable records were
documented. From October 1991
through April 1992, some 29 Lesser
Black-backed Gulls were reported
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(Meadowlark: 1, p. 32, 112, 148), an
amazing increase.

Western Gull has never been rc-
corded farther east than Illinois
(Bohlen 1989) and only onc record
has been accepted. One was present
19 October 1927 through 17 Novem-
ber 1927 in Chicago where it was
collected. Another Chicago record
from 18 February 1950 in Chicago is
undocumented (Bohlen 1989). The

most recent sighting was of an adult
above Lock and Damn No. 15 on the
Mississippi River 12 December 1989
(Iowa Bird Life: 60, p.52).

Slaty-backed Gull has been seen
threetimesinIllinois. All wercadults.
The first was recorded near Lock 27
in the Alton area 20 December 1983

siasa i |
Western Gull, late May 1992, Point Reyes
National Seashore, California. Western Gull
has never been recorded farther east than
Illinois and only one record has been

accepted. It is a very rare vagrant in Illinois.
Photo by Melissa Kania.

through 28 January 1984 (Bohlen
1989). The bird was seen by some
1,000 birders from 24 states and pho-
tographs were taken.

[llinois’ second Slaty-backed was
reported in the Quad City area 14 -
25 February 1989 (Illinois Birds &
Birding: 5, p.70). The bird was seen
on the Iowa side of the Mississippi
River 14 March 1989 by the author.
The third record was6 I‘ebruary 1991
at the Rock Island Arsenal (Mead-

owlark 1: p.103).

The following identification
information, gleaned {rom my ex-
perience and the literature, has
application for winter as well as
fall and spring. Identification of
dark-mantled gulls needs to be
based on a combination of field
characters including total length,
bill size, and wingtip, bill, and feet
coloration.

Size

One first step would be to re-
late the size to that of the Herring
Gull which s likely to be present
inall parts of [1linois and may well
be close enough to the rare dark-
mantled gulls for comparison
(Table 1).

Lesser Black-backed Gull is the
smallest in total length of the four
dark-mantled gulls and the Herring
Gull Greatblack-backed is the larg-
est. Westernand Slaty-backed Gulls
are aboutthe same. Sizes dooverlap,
so the observer should be careful not
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Lesser Black-backed Gull, 11 Oct. 1993, Montrose Beach, Chicago, Cook County. The species is
becoming more common in Illinois. Photo by Kanae Hirabayashi. (Top right) Sub-adult Great
Black-backed Gull (center), 3 December 1992, Brandon Road Lock and Dam, Joliet, Will County.
This species hus been recorded in Illinots for a century. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich.

to use size as a determining factor.

The observer also should consider  within species.

L LD e, B

variations between male and female

Table 1 - Size Comparisons of Dark-Mantled Gulls*

Species Total Length Wingspan Bill Length
Herring 55-66 cm. | 137-142 cm.  4.8-5.5 cm.
Lesser Black-backed | 51-61 cm. 124-127 cm. 4.5-5.5 cm.
Western 61-68 cm. 132-142 c.m. 5.4-5.7 cm.
Slaty-backed 61-68 cm. 132-137 cm. 5.4-6.2 cm
Great Black-backexl 71-79 ¢cm 152-167 cm. 6.1-7.0 cm

*The table is based of measurcments in Hamison {1983) or Ridgway (1919). Haivison is ihe

only modern reference which uses metric measurements and covers all species.

Table 2 - Adult plumage Differences of Dark-Mantled Gulls
Note: All species in adult plumage have from pale to bright pink legs and feet and a yellow/
red spot on bill.

Tor comparison, a Herilig Gull lias a pale gray mnaniie wiih narrow whiie waiiing edge, a
black wingtip with some white at edge, and a heavily streaked brown head and ncck.

Tesser Black-backed Gull Western Gull

Heavily streaked brown head and neck
Dark slate gray mantle
Gray narrow white trailing adae

Black wingtips with some white at edge

Sialy-backed Gull

Lightly streaked brown head and neck
Very dark slate gray mantle

Narrow white trailing edge

Black wingtips with some white at edge

Great Dlack-backed Gull |

Lightly streaked brown head and neck
Dark slate gray mantle Very heavy bill

Usually a broad white trailing edge Black mantle

Black wingtips broadly tipped with white | Narrow white trailing edge

Black wingtip broadly tipped with white

Very lightly streaked brown head and neck

Informztion based on plates in Scott (1987).

o2

Keep in
mind, too, ihai
discrepancies
occurin the lit-
erature. For
example,
Cramp (1983)
lists the range
of the Great
Black-backed
Gull's total
length as be-
tween 64 to 78
cm. while Harrison’s (1983) low end
is 71 cm. Cramp also says the lesscr
black-backed has a length range of
52 to 67 cm,, while Iarrison’s high
end is only 61 cm. These differences
show the danger in relying (o any
greatdegree on sizc.

P Rt

Overall appearance often gives
clues. For example, the lesser black-
backed is morelightly built with long,
slim wings when compared with the
other three species, The great black-
backedis the largest and most heavily

built.
Adult Plumage

In adults, the greal black-backed
is the only one of the four witha black
mantlc (Tabte 2). The other diee
have dark gray mantles; the western’s
is the darkest. The shade of gray can
vary depending on light angle and
should be judged through prolonged
obseivation if possible and in com-
parison (o a nearby Herring Gull. In
atleastone instance, a Slaty-backed

Gull had a paler mantle, nearly like a
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Herring Gull (American Birds:47, p.
263).

Leg color is always yellow in
adult lesser black-backed and pink
in the other three. The brightest pink
is found in slaty-backed; the palest
in great black-backed. Western is
somewhere in between.

When comparing western and
slaty-backed, the most similar dark
mantled gulls in adult plumage, note
the broad white (railing edge of the
wing on the slaty. Wing tip differ-
ences include more black on the west-
em especially on the underside and
lack of white dividing spots on the
third to sixth primarics (not always
visible in the field). The western is
also generally more heavily built
than the Slaty-backed Gull and has
arather blob-ending bill. The slaty’s
bill is actually deeper at the tip than
at the base.

Immature Plumages

The mid-winter gull populations
along the upper Mississippi River
are predominantly adult. Immatures
are most likely during late fall and
early spring. The third winter plum-
age for all four is much like the adult
plumageexcept the bill and tailhave
subterminal black areas of variable
extent. Also, wingtips show less
white and there is more extensive
brown flecking onthe head. Thelegs
of a third winter plumaged Lesser
Black-backed Gull are a very dull
yellow or gray.

Second Winter Plumage

The second winter plumage dif-
fers greatly from the adult plumage
forallfourspecies. Common charac-
teristics are black subterminal bill
bands and tails that are either very
dark or with dark bands.

The Lesser Black-backed Gull
looks much morelike a herring than
when older but should show some
dark gray on the mantle. Legs can be
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Slaty-backed Gull with Herring Gulls, 6 Feb., 1989, Moline. There are only
three accepted records for the species in Illinois. Photo by Peter Petersen.

yellowish to flesh color. The species
in this plumage has a continuous
blackish tipalong the wing’s trailing
edge.

Westerns have very dark wings
and a wide dark (ail band. Slaty-
backed Gulls feature a pale inner
wing area. The species in this plum-
age is not as dark as western. Great
Black-backed Gull should be getting
someblackback feathers at this stage.
The observer can also use (his spe-
cies’ large size and heavy flight at
this age as a guide.

First Winter Plumage

The first winter plumage prob-
ably poses the most difficult identifi-
cation problems. The lesser black-
backed is very similar to first winter
herring, although it is a bit smaller,
The head and belly are paler and the
upper parts feature feathers with a
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Chumming for gulls. Drawing by David Athans.

species covered in this article.

TheplatesinRobbins (1983) con-
tainmany errors, covered by Stallcup
(1985). The best solution is to avoid
the Robbins guide for gulls. Formore
detailed information on the Lesser
Biack-backed Guil problem involv-
ing the less likely European races,
consult Kaufman (1990).

Should you discover any dark-
mantled gulls late fall, winter, or early
spring in Illinois, docuimenti ifie col-
oOraiion paierus andiake photographs,
especially showing the species in re-
lationship to other gulls such as the
herring. Send your notes to the ap-
propriate Field Notes editors. The
information is valuable data which
will improve our knowiedge about
the four dark-mantled gulls that visit
Illinois.

Peter C. Petersen
235 McClellan Blvd.
Davenport, Iowa 52803
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BIRD FINDING GUIDE

Gull Birding in Illinois

by James E. Landing

The unofficial temperature in
Chicago the moming of 17 January
1982 was 28 degrees below zero!
With winds gusting to 30 miles, the
wind-chill factor was 60 degrees be-
low zero. Fortunately, my car started
since I was curious as to how birds in
the area were adjusting to such ex-
teme condiiions. Ou e way 10 (e
lakefront I saw Rock Doves and
House Sparrows sitting on city light
poles, attempting to find warmth from
the bulbs. Starlings, for the mostpart,
were sitting next to building chim-
neys. No birds were flying or feed-
ing. I drove Lake Shore Drive from
the Loop to Montrose Harborand did

not pass a single car or person. At
Montrose Harbor I could seethe tem-
perature contrast between air and
water was so great that the area within
20 feet of the surface of L.ake Michi-
gan was saturated with radiation fog,
obscuring all visibility. Nobirds could
be seen or heard. As I was throwing
ing something, a photographer fioimn
the Chicago Sun-Times approached.
Hehadbeen given the assignment of
photographing some activity in the
cold, but he had been unable to find
any sign of living things except for
me andahalfdozen Ring-billed Gulls
ailracied to ihe bread. No other gulls
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were present. Atthe same time, how-
ever, there was a notable increasc of
gulls farther south, along the Illinois
River, the Mississippi River, and the
Ohio River (although I wasn’t aware
of itat the time). Having birded Lake
Michigan for some 40 years, I felt
that the lack of gulls on that January
day was a void of unusual moment.
Gulls have always been a part of
daily life in Chicago. Their absence
lasted several weeks, thenthey slowly
trickled in again as the weather
warmed.

Gulls have increased in Illinois
the last 50 years both innumbers and
the reports of unusual species.
Records of Ivory, Glaucous-winged,
Ross’, Mew, California, Common
Black-headed, and Slaty-backed
Gulls have all been added the past
two decades to the Ilinois list, and
the Lesser Black-backed Gull is now
approaching a very frequent status.
Still, there are only three species of
gull commonly found in Illinois:
Ring-billed, Herring, and

Why Bird for Gulls

Many good reasons exist to de-
velop an interest in gulls. Gulls are
large, frequently found in large num-
bers, mix easily, and are slow-mov-
ingenough toallow good study. They
are congenial and easily attracted by
throwing bread or crumbs, birdseed,
or other food. They provide interest-
ing study of plumages. Gulls all have
recognizable plumages which change
twice a year until they reach adult-
hoed which, for large gulls, may take
four to six years.

Gulls are strongand powerful f1y-
ers, so chances of finding a rare gull
in [llinois is very high. Finally, gulls
are an indicator species for the state
of our environment. Large increases
in gull population, not due to migra-
tion or weather, may signal a decline
in the quality of our water, air, and
land. Gulls are successful scavengers
and are attracted by degrading envi-

ronments. People in this country are
providing gulls with plenty ol these.

When to Find Gulls

The greatest number of gull spe-
cies wouldbe expected in thefalland
through thewintermonths in Illinois.
Each species has its own peculiar
distribution (see Table 1), although
Ring-billed and Herring Gulls might
be found onalmostany day. Anyone
sincerely interested in gulls would
not want to miss birding extensively
between September and March.

How and Where to I'ind Gulls

Finding gulls in Illinois should
be little problem. The state is well
connected byriversand streams, and
dotted with lakes which gulls fre-
quent. In urban areas the birds can be

Bonaparte’s Gulls, the
latter being distinctly Table 1: Gull Records for Chicago and Illinois 1978-1993
seasonal. Since 1968 the Note: Excludes Ring-billed Gull and Herring Gull. Numbers represent the number of days gulls were recorded
ring-billed has nested in
Species Towal [JAN [FEE[MA | AP | MAY [JON[JUL T AUG [SEF JOC [ NOV | BE
the Lake Calumqt dica Bonaparte's 06| 11| 1 R ] T 0] 20 58| 36| 66 B 30
of southeast Chicago, Thayers o A B 10 O N () TS % 7
and the herring soon Glaucous 190 65 31 16 9 0 1 i 0 1 1 10 5
joined them. At the Franklin's 36 (O ) 3 1 3 7 1 7 T 3 7 0
presenttime the Chicago Great Black- 53 [ 10| 11 T o[ o o 0 o o 10
backed
gu.ll colony must C_0m Toeland B 10 12 3 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 i [
prise some 20,000 birds. Tesser Black [ e T [ U BV 2 N B N N
.. . backed

Thisincrease innum- Trle i 2 o 0 T T 0 (] 0 T i [
bers did not happen by Canghing T o © N T Z] © 3 50 4
accident. As excellent e 1) T T T L T T T O T 0

X ittiwake B

scavengers, gulls thrive
in degraded environ- ory ] ] O L L T O U ]

( d ttracted Glaucous-winged 3 0 0 0 [ 0 1) 0 0 0 0 0 3
ments and are attracte Mew T T T 3 N R B T o8 0
to the worst examples of STaty-backed Z1 1% | 1 0 0 (i} (] 0 (] 0 (] (] 0
land use andhuman habit Caitformia 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 I* 0 0 0 1 0

L. L, “Common Black- f: (] ] o o© 0 0 0 0 o 2= 0 0
known. It is this writer’s headed
belief that their increase Ross ™+~ 21 1 0 of © of o] © 0 of 0 0] 1
. . Sabine' T 0 (] 0 0 (] [ (] o 1® ] R )
in Chicago attests to the e
decline in the quality of
life in the Windy City * Scen in Illinois but not in the Chicago area
[hl‘OUgh increased air, ** Both records in Illinois but only 1 for Chicago arca § . .
i *** [linois records probable only; other record fer Missouri Soures: i fp it Sipesongig cords

water,andlandpollution. E 2 ) Other gulls reported in Illinois: Western Gull
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found in parking lots, golf courses,
large playgrounds and, especially, in
garbage dumps. In rural areas they
can be seen following plows, in farm
ponds, and, like Cattle Egrets, mill-
ing among the horses and cows, Gull
activity attractsothergulls,and throw-
ing old bread on the water or ground
will lure them in good numbers. In
the winter look for ice where gulls
loafi. Also look along the waterways
and check i roof's of warehouses
and factories.

Gulls are attracted to water and
trash, so check wherever quantitics
of eitherare found. Some of the better
gull areas in Illinois are described
below (See map).

Gull Area 1:
Alton-Belleville

Along the Mississippi River, the
major concentration points are near
the locks and dams. At Alton check
Lock and Dam No. 26 by using IL.-
100 and I1.-143. Also, cross the Mis-
sissippi River viaroute US 67. These
are major winter gull concentration
points.

In the East St. Louis area look
near the bridges of 1L.-270, IL-55,
and IL.-255. For river checking, fol-
low IL-3. Near Granitc City, check
Lock andDamNo. 27. The first Slaty-
backed Gull for the state was seen in
this area (Bohlen 1989).

If time permits, check Horseshoe
Lake State Park near Fairmont City.
The entrance is along the eastside of
the parkon IL-111.

ATl A e A
Ul ALITA e

Quad Cities

AlsoontheMississippi, the Quad
Citiesarea (Rock Island, Moline, East
Moline, Davenport) should be
checked by crossing the bridges on
IL-80, IL-74, and IL-280. For
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riverfront checking, use IL-84 and
iL-92, ine firsi for Lock and Uam
No. 14, the latter for Lock and Dam
No. 15. The second Slaty-backed
Gull record for Illinois was reported
here (American Birds Summer 1989).

Gull Area 3:
Lake County

The 1L.ake Michigan shoreline in
l.ake County is a major winter con-

Gulls have increased in
1linois the last 50 years
both in numbers and the
reports of unusual
species. Records of
Ivory, Glaucous-winged,
Ross’, Mew, California,
Common Black-headed,
and Slaty-backed have
all been added the past
two decades to the
Illinois list.

centration area for gulls. Check all
the boat marinas from the Wisconsin
state line southward including
Winthrop Harbor, North *oint Ma-
rina, and Waukegan Harbor, where
the firstIvory Gull sighting inTllinois
wasreportedduring a Christmas Bird
Count on 1 January 1949 (Mayiield
1949).

The waters off shore from the
nuclear power plant at Zion may be
checked from the north end of the
Illinois Beach State Park at
Wadsworth Road. In the summer,

h i v
gulls, tems, and shorcbirds congic-

gate near the north end of the public
beach area at Waukegan. This is an
excellent walk, but expect wet feet
since there are a number of water
outlets along the way. All the areas in
l.ake County may be accessed from

Sheridan Road which lies scveral
miles east of US 41. In early winter
this is one of the best areas in Illinois
for Little Gull (Bohlen 1989).

An excellent example of lake
shore disruption and guii auraction
can be found in Iighland Park at the
east end of Deerpath Road, but the
city assiduously provides no parking
space for those without village stick-
ers, although yon are welcome at
their stores.

Gull Area 4:

Al Al
Cook County

Not only docs Cook County have
an extensive Lake Michigan shore-
line, extending from Lake County
southward to Indiana, but there also
are rivers, sloughs, and marshes
throughout the county. Only major
gull concentration areas will be de-
scribed. For lakefront gull watching,
the sheltered boat harbors should be
checked, especially October through
March. From north to south, the ma-
jor ones are Gillson Park in Wilmette
on Sheridan Road, the observatory at
Northwestern University, which is a
lakefront landfill reached from
Sheridan Road at Lincoln Avenue in
Evanston, and Chicago’s many har-
horg, all reached from Take Shore
Drive (US 41): Montrose, Belmont,
Diversey, Monroe, Burnham, Jack-
son Park, and Calumet. Consistently
productive are Montrose, Burnham
(atMeigs Airportnear theLLoop), and
Calumet which is at 95th Sireet.
These are very good areas for all
winter gulls including Thayer’s, Ice-
land, Great Black-backed, Lesser
Black-vacked. and Glaucous Guoiis,

The premier gull spot of Chicago
surrounds the Lake Calumet areain
the southeastern section of the city.
Gulls abound at this waste industry,
pollution, and garbage dump capital
of the United States. Ring-billed and
Herring Gulls nest on Lake Calumet
finger slips. The summer population

Meadowlark



exceeds 20,000 birds. Winter num-
bers are reduced, but 7,000 to 8,000
birds on aday would not be unusual.
Birds leave the area before sundown
(exceplt those incubating in the sum-
mer) and head to Lake Michigan,
then trickle in the following morning
for loafing and foraging in the Chi-
cago dumps. Mid-morning to mid-

afternoon is the peak time for spot-
ling.

The nesting colony at Lake Calu-
el is on privale properly and is
difficult to survey, bul winter con-
centrationsonthe lakemay be viewed
from Stony Island Avenue just north
of the closed incinerator plant.
Throwing old bread is very helpful.

Other premicr spots include the
bridges (hat cross the Calumet River
at 100th, 106th, and 130th streets,
andthe O’Brien LockandDam which
is reached from 130th Street aboul
one-half mile east of 1 94. The Glau-
cous-winged Gull, Ilinois’ first
record, was seen at the Dam (Ameri-
can Birds Summer 1993).

GullAreas:
Peoria

The major gull attrac-
tion in the Peoria area is the
Illinois River. Check the
bridgesonU.S.-24,1L.-74 and
[L-274. For river{ront check-
ing along the east bank use
11L.-29.Checkespecially atthe
Peoria Lock and Dam just
south of I1.-274 or at Worley
[Lake at the intersection of IL-
29 and 11L.-98.

Gull Area 6:
Clinton Lake

Clinton Lake is a 14,000-
acrecoolingpondareaforthe
Clinton Nuclear Power Plant
run by the Northem Illinois
Power Company for nearly a
decade. A large earthen damn
was builtacross Salt Creek to
back up the waters. This has
become a major state recre-
ation area run by the Illinois
Departmentof Conservation.

The lake in DeWitt
County near Clinton is about
30 miles south of
Bloomington. Access is from
IL.-54 on County Road 14
just south of DeWitt. Local
maps showing many access
points can be obtained at
headquarters. LLaughing Gull
and Black-legged Kittiwake
have been reported here
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Gull Area 7:

¥ ¥ __ OV _3e__ *uw _
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Lake Shelbyville is a major cen-
tral Illinois flood-control reservoir
created in 1970 by an earthen dam
built at the confluence of the West
Okaw and Kaskaskiarivers. It covers
over 11,000 acres and the extensive
shoreline remains largely undevel-
oped, There are two maior state park_s
in the area, Wolf Creek and Eagle
Creek in Shelby County. Sabine’s
Gull has been seen here in the fall
months. There are two major access
areas, IL-32 between Windsor and
Sullivan, for the east and north por-
tions of the lake, and IL.-128 north
from Shelbyville for the south and

west sections.

Because of the size and configu-
rationof the lake, itis difficult to bird,
but the rewards may be well worth
the effort.

Gull Area 8:
Springfield

Lake Springfield at the southeast
edge of the city is a large flood-
control and cooling-pondfacility built
for a power plantduring the Depres-
sion. Stevenson Dam blocks Sugar
Creek which eventuaiiy fiows into
the Sangamon River. Access is from
IL-55 at the Stevenson Drive exit.

Proceed east across the dam and
circle the lake on Lake Shore Drive.

SO L0

At least 16 species of gulls have
beenreported from the area, includ-
ing mew, California, sabine’s, and
ivory. The only melanistic
Bonaparte’s Gull ever reported came
from Lake Springfield (American
Rirds Fall 1993). Tt ic an excellent

location for all water birds.
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Gull Area 9:
Lake Decatur

Lake Decatur is a reservoir sup-
plying water forthe City of Decatur
and the Village of Mt. Zion. Con-
structed in 1922, it consists of 3,000
acres crossed by several bridges. The
dam blocks the Sangamon River and
is adjacent to the Business Route of
U.S.-51. Other bridges cross Lake
Decatur on IL.-105 and U.S.-36. It
has hosted most of the winter gulls
and jaegers. Most of Lake Decatur is
accessible fromcity streets, and there

are numerous municipal parks along
the lakefront,

Gull Area 10:
Baldwin Lake

Baldwin Lake straddles the
Kaskaskia River and serves as a
cooling pond for the Baldwin power
plant at Baldwin in far southwestern
Illinois. The Illinois Department of
Conservation maintains a State Fish
and Wildlife Area on the property
and it has become a major center for
attracting winter waterfowl. Gull ac-
tivity consists largely of birds mov-
ing between the lake and the Missis-
sippi River.

Access to Baldwin Lake is north
from IL-154 on the Baldwin Black
Top Road which runs along the east
side of (he lake.

Suggested Gull Readings

“Thayer’s Gull in the Chicago
Area.” James Ii. Landing. The Indi-
ana AndubenCluarte sl 62:2 yooy S8

63.

“(uil Frequency 1n Northeastern
Illinois.” James Ii. Landing. Illinois
Birds and Birding, 6:1, pp. 3-4.

“Unusual Gull Plumages Ob-
served at Chicago.” James L. Land-
ing. Illinois Birds and Birding, 6:1,
pp. 6-8.

Gull Area 11: Crab Orchard
National Wildlife Refuge

Crab Orchard Lake was created in
the late stages of the Depression by
damming Crab Orchard Creek which
flows into the Big Muddy River, and
serves as amajor flood-control project
for southemn Illinois. It is now a Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge operated by lhe

TTQ T ceened YRV
U, i 1\311 diid VY LU S uvn YiCe. u*

though Crab Orchard is mostnoted for
geese and other waterfowl, it also has
nesiing eagles, and the water surface is
soextensive thatitattractsmany gulls.
The main entrance to the refuge is on
1i.-13 wesi of Marion.

There are certainly other areas in
Ilinois to find gulls. All of the Mis-
sissippi, Ohio, and Wabash rivers
could be checked. The many local,
[ederal, and stale [acilities along the
Illinois River between Joliet and
Grafton would be prime targets. There
are other large water bodies in the
state as well including Carlyle Lake,
Lake Newton at Bogota, Rend Lake
near Mt. Vernon, Otter Lake at Girard,
and Sangchris Lake at Kincaid.

James E. Landing
Department of Geography
The University of 1llinois

1007 West Harrison St.
Chicago. IL 60607-7138

gl
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On 18 November 1993 I drove to an apartment
complex near Belleville, St. Clair County where a pair of
TFulvous Whistling-Ducks (Dendrocygnabicolor) had been
reported. David Bohlen had seen the pair and said they
were very tame and therefore were probably escapees.
When I arrived [ wondered if wild ducks would come into
an area so close to two apartment buildings. However,
only a few hundred yards away and adjacent to the apart-
ment complex was a cemetery with amuch larger pond. It
appeared to have the potential of attracting wild ducks.

I seized the opportunity to photograph this extremely
unusual waterfowl species. After watching the whistling-
ducks for approximately two hours I noticed neither bird
was banded and both could readily fly.

Fulvous Whistling-Ducks

at Belleville -
Escapees er Wild?
Story and PPhotos by Dennis Ochmke

close approach. When the birds become tame, do they
become possible escapees? ShouldI take the Gray Jays
I hand fed in Colorado off my life list because they were
tame and thus possible escapees?

The Fulvous Whistling-Duck sighting remains a
dilemma until someone can provide more information.

Dennis Oehmke
32 Lucerne Drive
Springfield, IL. 62707

"r

The ducks kept to themselves but
occasionally would flock with Mal-
lardsand tomy surprise, a Wood Duck.
Immediately, I wondered if the Wood
Duck was wild and was attracted to
this area? Could the whistling-ducks
have been wild?

The scenario reminded me of a
similar situation at Washington Park
in Springfield, Illinois. Occasionally a
wild duck (American Wigeon, North-
ern Pintail, or Wood Duck, for ex-
ample) appears at the park. The wild
birds are wary at first, but some indi-
viduals later become tame and allow
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Northern Gannet in Lake County

I spotted a peculiar bird 9 November 1993 while
attending a business luncheon at Legends Restaurant. This
eating establishment overlooks Little Bear Lake in Vernon
Hills of f Route 60 approximately | mile west ot Route 21. As
i glanced outside to watch Ring-billed and Herring Gulls and
Canada Geese, a strange bird flew around the lake and then
repeatedly dove into the water, submerging completely with
each dive. It reminded me of an Osprey. But this was no
Osprey. The dark-colored bird was larger thain thie Herring
Gulls and had long narrow wings and an enormous bill.

Iknew I would not be able to identify this bird without
afield guide. Back at theoffice] became overwhelmed with
work; thus it was several hours before I could look in my
guide. When I did, I found no match with any Midwestern
birds. It was time to call David Johnson tolearn if he had seen
or heard of any slrange birds iu the area.

I described the bird’s behavior of diving into the water
with the wings folded back and also mentioned the distinct
whitish crescent-shaped “U” on the upper tail coverts or
posterior side of the dark rump and tail. It resembled a
shearwater.

Johnson then told me that I had probably seen an
immature Northern Gannet (Sula bassanus) and that one had
been sighted in Chicago, near the lakefront the past weekend
on 6 November 1993. Ipaged through my bird book and he
was right. The strange bird in Vernon Hills, indeed, was a
Northern Gannet.

— ScottFarrell, 40366 N. Sunset Drive,
Antioch, IL 60002

Editor’s note: This Northem Gannetwas discovered
in the least likely place for a pelagic species. Little Bear Lake,
approximately 8 miles from Lake Michigan is a man-made lake
in Vernon Hills’ Park District Century Park. It connects to the
larger Big Bear Lake. The lakes are completely surrounded by
alarge shopping center, strip malls, and industrial and residen-
tial buildings. The adage that rare birds can show up any time
Giid Giiy place CEFiGInly Cari ditd dues ruppen.

Bohlen (1989, the Birds of lllinois) listed only one
state record: animmature birdfrom inland Tazewell County, 19-
20 November 1983. [nterestingly, there are now three new
Northern Gannet reportsfromlate 1993 for lllinois: this record,
an individual seen briefly 6 November in Chicago and a 19
December record from the Mississippi River (See details in a

Sfuture issue.)
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Adult male Anhinga
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While birding the floodwaters of Fountain Creek in
Monroe County near Columbia, Illinois 21 July 1993, I
observed a large dark bird perched in a dcad willow near an
extremely flooded creek. Al first, § thought i was a Great
Blue Heron, but when I focused my binoculars on the bird
some 200 yards away, | knew it was something different. The
bird appeared all black with a long thin pale bill. I suspected
an Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga).

Withmy Bushnell Discover 15-60x zoom spotting scope
I saw that the bill was pale yellow. I also noticed the long
slender black neck as well as the black body and a long tail.
Due to poor lighting conditions, I did not get a good look at
the eyes, legs, and feet.

The bird was thinly shaped at both ends and sort of
chunky in belween, resembling a cormorant, but larger than
aGreatBlue Heron. The tail appeared much thinnerthan any
cormorant’s tail. The clinching characteristic was the whitish
feathers on the black upper back on both sides of (he bird,
which was obvious even in the poor light.

Cars and trucks on the levee south of Fountain Creek
made the bird nervous. I watched for two minutes before it
flew out of sight. On 23 July 1993 I revisited the location
(with better lighting conditions) and obtained some photo-
graphs. Though small, the photos show the white feathers on
the black back of the bird. I watched the bird soar, {lap, and
spiral upward in the heat thermals and eventually come back

a nndad rroals
down o the flooded creek.

Keith A. McMullen, 276 Eagle Ridge,
O’Fallon. IL 62269

Prairie Falcon
in Northern Cook County

On 27 October 1993 Gerald Rosenband observed a
Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) flving low over some fields
east of the Glenview Naval Air Station airport in northern
Cook Counly. Birders assumed this was going

tahe aginele
G OC A Sigie

observer sighting of an unusual migrant falcon until I began
receiving multiple reports from others who had spotted a
Prairie Faicon at ihe north end of the airport. The bird was
also sighted perched on a tower near a cement company off
Old Willow Road which parallels Lehigh Road on the east
side of the airport. Most of the time thebird was seen after
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2p.m. It was often spotted atabout4 p.m. ncar the metal tower
by Lehigh.

[putthefalconon the Chicago Audubon’srarc bird alert
which I operale. The falcon was relatively difficult to find. It
was typically scen flying either near the airport, the nearby
Willow Road garbage dump, or the tower. Many birders were
unable to locate the falcon until the “seventh,” “tenth,” or
cven the “fifteenth” try.

[ was finally successful when my wife Mary and I met
Laurie Binford the afternoonof 10 November. We stood near
the end of Old Willow Road in Northbrook east of the airport
and 100 yards east of the tower. There we looked over vast
open ficlds southeast of the garbage dump on Willow Road.
At 2:05 p.m., the Prairic Falcon arrived from the south. Fric
Walters and some other birders were close on its tail. They
were driving up Lehigh Road to watch the bird which had
landed on the tower. Within seconds the bird took off in
pursuitof aMourning Dovewhichitcaughtin mid-airand ate
onthe ground in the same open fields southeastof the garbage
dump, about 100 yards to the north and west of the north
branchof the Chicago River. Just before dusk we watched the
falcon fly off to the west and land on the water tower where
it looked as if it were going to roost for the night. Despite
several evening searches by birders of the water tower, the
falcon was never seen again roosting there.

On 17 November David Johnson videotaped the bird
flying north near a small runway building. To the best of my
knowledge, the Prairie Falcon was last reported 28 Novem-
ber when many observers saw it at close range with a Questar.
Several of them saw an all light blue cere (base of the bill)
indicating the bird was an immature. Observers also com-
mented on how strong the dark “armpits” were and how a
darkbrownishline extended out the underwing to the “wrist.”

Bohlen (1989, The Birds of Illinois) listed the Prairie
Falcon as a rare migrant and winter resident. Mlodinow
(1984, Chicago Area Birds) listed only three Chicago-area
records. This is the first record of a Prairie Falcon seen more
than a single day in the Chicago area.

— Richard Biss, 9916 Schiller Blvd.,
Franklin Park, IL 60131

Black Rail specimen in Chicago

Atdawn 8 October 1993, while other birders were out
looking for warblers in the trees or scanning [.ake Michigan
for migraling raptors and waterfowl, I headed for the cement
walkways around the McCormick Place exposition center on
Chicago’s lakefront. For 15 years, Field Museum of Natural
[listory staff have becen making this trek daily during migra-
tion as part of aprogramto salvage birds that have died flying
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nto windows, and o make them into scientifically useful
specimens.

A surprise awailed me that morning. Along with some
regular October migrants (Ilermit Thrush, Swamp and Song
Sparrow), there was a Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis). 1
brought the bird back (o the Field Muscum of Natural Ilistory
where il was prepared as a study skin and catalogued (FMNH
316952). Thebird weighed 28.4 grams, with moderate fat. It
was a female with a smoolh, small ovary indicating thatithad
hatched in 1993.

This is the third time we have found this specics at
McCormick Place. The first record (FMNII 316952), found
19 May 1984, was reported by Bohlen (1989, The Birds of
Illinois). The second (FMNH 350613), was found 31 May
1989; this record has not been published previously. The
third record is our first for the autumn, and one of very few
fall records for the slate.

Mlodinow (1984, Chicago Area Birds) cited only 11
records of the Black Rail for the Chicago area since 1900.
Our threerecords over the last nine years,produced by a glass
obstacle rather than by skilled birding, suggest what many
have suspected; that Black Rails may be somewhat more
common than birders’ records would lead us to believe.

— David Willard, Field Museum of Natural History,
Roosevelt Road at Lake Shore Drive,
Chicago, I1. 60605.

Lake County’s First
Vermilion Flycatcher

On 11 October 1993 I was
conducting a waterfowl survey
in a degraded wetland 1 mile
north of the Routes 83 and 60
intersection, near the town of
Ivanhoe, Lake County. The site consists primarily of reed
canary grass and dense stands of cattail growing along
several naitow, linear ditches. Upon arrival, I noted a
flycatcher perched on the top of a small tree, occasionally
leaving to pursue insects.

Although 1 was nearly 70 yards from the bird, the
brilliant scarlet color contrasting with the dark wings and
back made identification of this male Vermilion Flycatcher
(Pyrocephalus rubinus) unmistakable. I quickly moved
toward the bird to more easily observe its foraging behaviors.
I was able toapproach within 20 yards. I watched it from this
distance for about 4 minutes as it flew fromatop a box elder
tree (10 fectin height) to capture flying insects; it made nine

Male Vermilion Flycatcher, 14 Oct. 1993, Ivanhoe, IL,
Lake County. Photo by David B. Johnson. (Above)
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of these tlights, returning each time to the same branch.

The sun was still well above the horizon (3:30 p.m.) and
its position in relation to the bird allowed me to see all the
plumagedetails. The fine flycatcher bill, vermilion crest with
some brownishin the forecrown, and salmon-reddish colored
underparts with some whitish ground color on the throat and
upper breast contrasting with the brownish plumage on its
back easily distinguishedthis as animmature male Vermilion
Flycatcher. I continued to watch the bird until 4: 10 p.m. as
it sallied forth from tree to tree pursuing flying insects.

After leaving, I called several birders to let them know
aboutthis veryrare vagrant. The nextday M.K. Mechtenberg,
R. A. Montgomery, and C. Redeker relocated the bird in
approximately the same location and confirmed its identifi-
cation. Several other birders located the bird throughout the
week. David Johnson videotaped the bird 13 October. The
bird was last seen 18 October.

This is the state’s sixth record and the first male ob-
served in fall. A female was recorded in September (Bohlen,
Meadowlark 2:63) and the others were recorded in April and
May (Bohlen 1989, The Birds of Illinois). This is Lake
County’s first record.

The Vermilion Flycatcher, typically associated with
wetlands, is widespread in the southwestern United States,
ranging south into Central and South America.

— Brad Semel, Max McGraw Wildlife Foundation,
Dundee, IL 60118

Sprague’s Pipit record
for Champaign County

I began my regular ritual of walking open fields on the
University of Illinois’ south farms late in the afternoon 27
October 1993. These fields are always good for the regular
openfieldbirds. Depending upon the season and the particu-
lar individual field makeup, Lapland Longspurs, Smith’s
Longspurs, American Pipits, and grassland sparrows are
trequently found. However, in 18 years of looking, I had not
found Sprague’s Pipits (Anthus spragueii) there. One field,
though, always looked good for them, having drier regions
near the crest of a long grassy knoll.

As I approached the crest of the knoll I spotted a bird
siighiiy stnaiier and siimmerrnana Horned Lark, with a black
tail and extensive while outer tail feathers. As I got close
enough to see it on the ground it flew away and alighted
farther down field. After flushing it a couple of times, I
determined that the bird had a short, slender, warbler-like
bill, making it a pipit rather than a Vesper Sparrow or lark.
Each time it flew, it showed an almost completely white
undertail. Also, I noticed that the bird was very buffy only
toward the head and upper chest. The ventral half of the bird
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appeared clear of streaks and was very white compared to
Ainerican Pipits. Finaily I was abic io sce ihe bird standing
in the short vegetation. The back was extensively streaked
with light and dark brown. The head was relatively feature-
less except for streaking on the crown. I also noticed a
prominent eye, similar to the eye of a Buff-breasted Sand-
piper.

The bird bolted into the sky and headed toward the end
of the field from which it originated.A second bird was
flushed that may have been another Sprague’s Pipit, but was
lost when 1 concentrated my efforts on the first.

— Robert Chapel, 306 1/2 West California,

Urbana, IL 61801

Lditor’s note: Sprague’s Pipitisdifficulitofind inillinois.
Mlodinow (1984, Chicago Area Birds) listed only one fall
record: 29 September 1974 in Racine County, Wisconsin. Bohlen
{1989} lisied only five juil daies and ihree wintering records of
birdsfoundby J. W. and R.R.Graber. Todd Fink and W. Douglas
Robinson had a spring record: see Meadowlark 1:4 p. 139-140.

Early male Pine Grosbeak
at Champaign County

During the afternoon of 26 October 1993 while birding
the bottom land of Busey Woods in Urbana, Champaign
County, I saw alarge bird feeding aggressively on ash sceds
at the top of a trce. The bird paid liltle attention to me as it
hopped from branch to branch feeding about 30 feet above
me. Leaves had fallen so I could easily see it was a grosbeak.
The bird was colored pinkish-red, more pink on the under-
side, more red on the crown. In addition, I noticed the two
narrow, but distinct white wing bars and the characteristic
dark grosbeak bill. I closely studied the bird for 15 minutes
using my zoom binocuiars. Iconcluded that this was a male
Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) and verified my identi-
fication with aBirds of North America (Robbins, et al., 1983)
ficld guide.

ieliminated similar species such as Red Crossbill which
has crossedmandible and no wingbars. White-winged Cross-
bill looks similar but is smaller and also has crossed man-
dibles. Purple Finch has no wingbars, is smaller, and has a
different bill structure.

Wwalchcd the grosucan iill it flew aciuss e vld 1nver
channel near the southshore of the North Pondjust a few fect
wesi of the iow wide foot bridge. My sighting could be the
earliest fall migration date for the species in Illinois.

— Mike Donahue, 159 Chester,

Danville, I1. 61832
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Early Bohemian Waxwing
in Cook County

I observed a Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla
garrulus) 1 November 1993 by the lagoon south of the
Museum of Science and Industry at about 5800 south in
Jackson Park in Chicago. The bird was studied at an esti-
mateddistance of 30feetfor up o 2minutes beginning at4:20
p.m., using Bausch and Lomb 10x40 binoculars under clear
skies with light at my back. Some 34 American Robins were
on the ground and in the trees near the waxwing, but no signs
of associative behavior were noted; the waxwing was effec-
tively an isolated bird.

The bird showed some signs of restlessness, but
provided unobstructed views both above and below as it
perched in a largely defoliated willow. It subsequently flew
into a foliated weeping willow, where it disappeared from
view and was not pursued.

While I have no previous field experience with this
species, I have seen thousands of Cedar Waxwings. Several
features on this bird, most notably the chestnut crissum and
white wing patches, made identification instantancous. My
additional notes and a detailed description are on file with the
Illinois Ornithological Records Committee. This is the
earliest fall date recorded for the Chicago arca which pre-
cedes an carlier published date of 2 November (Meadowlark
1:2) by one day.

— Paul Clyne 5538 S. Blackstone Ave.
Chicago, IL 60637
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Black-headed Grosbeak
in DeWitt County

During the morning of 16 September 1993 Myrna
Deaton and I observed a male Black-headed Grosbeak
(Pheucticus melanocephalus) near Lake Clinton in DeWitt
County at the Illinois Power Company Employee Recre-
ational Arca. The bird, which was the same sizc as nearby
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, came out of some heavy woods
and sat at the top of an almost leafless walnut tree. We also
observed it feeding in the mulberries.

The thick stubby gray to black bill, and the black
wings with two white wing stripes and patch were scen well
but perhaps the most diagnoslic feature on the bird was its
bright unstreaked orange-brown breast and flanks.

The next day I relocated the grosbeak and ob-
served, using a telescope, an additional field mark, the yellow
patch and central yellow stripe which runs from the lower
white belly to the central part of the breast. While Icould not
observe the yellow wing linings of this species, I did not see
any rose-red wing linings which wcre easily noticed on
nearby Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. I also heard the bird give a
lower single call note when compared Lo the Rose-breasted
Grosbeak. Robert Chapel was the last to see the bird on 18
September.

—- Richard Palmer 3424 Spring Creek Road,
Decatur, IL. 62526.
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by Robert Chapel

Ruin dominated much o fthe fall season and records
for annual precipitation were broken in many Illinois loca-
Llions. Falling on top of already saturated soil, the raintall
hampered the recovery from last summer’s floods and cre-
ated soggy conditions throughout the state. Overcast skies
kept the temperatures on the cool side.

Usual shorebirding areas were flooded out or inacces-
sible; discovering new areas became a challenge which was
sometimes met. Nevertheless, shorebird sightings were well
below their usual totals. Few shorebirds of special note were
found after July. Waterfowl were alsoreported aslow through-
out the state. Aerial surveys supported this trend.

Birders in the right spot, however, reported anumber of
unusual sightings and good numbers of most birds. Rarities
continue to be reported for gull species including a good
number of Sabine’s Gulls in September.

Hawk migration was less than spectacular, although
Cook County birders were thrilled by the occurrence of two
Prairie Falcons, possibly different birds. Snowy Owls were
beginning to show signs of an invasion. [.oons and grebes
appeared in good numbers but did not linger.

In addition to thecommonspecies, a Red-throated Loon
and a couple of Red-necked Grebes were seen. While only
afew Western Grebes were reported, adocumentationforthe
much rarer Clark’s Greha wac aleo submitted (only one
accepted sighting exists for Illinois; this, and a documenta-
tion by the same observer from 1992 await review by the
Illinois Omithological Records Committee). The flooded
Mississippi and Illinois river valleys had large numbers of
pelicans (especiallyin Henderson County), herons, andegrets.
With them was a rarely occurring White-faced Ibis at Rice
Lake.

Invasion species put on a good show. Northern Gos-
hawks were seen in the northern and central counties. Red-
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breasted Nuthatches appeared in good numbers statewide.
Comunoi Redpolls were found in sizeable {locks in north-
castern and central Hlinois. Eveuing Grosbeaks and Red
Crossbills appeared in a number of areas.

‘The most cooperative rarities were the Reddish Egret,
only the second report for Illinois, and two Rufous Hum-
mingbirds, one in northeastern, the other in southern Illinois
which represent the first and second state records including
a specimen. (See separate articles in this issue for details.) A
male Vermilion Flycatcher also thrilled many observers.
However, an elusive Northern Gannct (a second slate
record) proved more frustrating, offering only a few birders
good looks during ils brief sojourn in northeastern Illinois.

A special thanks is extended to all contributors to this
report, who are listed here in full and by initials [cllowing
each observation: Doug Anderson, Louise Augustine, Steve
Bailey, Carl Becker, Laurence Binford, Richard Biss, David
Bohlen, Ron Bradley (RBr), Alan Branagan (ABr), Ailene
Biei, Mike Carpenier, Karin Cassel, Roberi Chapel, Eliza-
beth Chato, Paul Clync, Carol Cox, Donald Daun (DDa);
Robert Danley, ILarry David, Myrna Deaton, Danny Diaz,
Mike Donahue (MDo), Jeff Donaldson, Ralph Eiseman, Bob
Erickson, ScottFarrell (SFa), Todd Fink, Sue Frisia,Michelle
Georgi (MGe), Marianne Hahn, Hugh Hillebrand, Kanae
Hirabayashi, Philip Haebler (PHa), Robert Hughes, Barrie
Hunt, David Hultgren (DHn), Doris Tohaneen (DIg), Nave
Johnson, Peter Kasper, Vernon Kleen, John Koch, Jim Land-
ing, Larry LaPre, Fran Lowman, David Mandell, Walter
Marcisz, Cynthia McKee (CMc), John McKee (JMc), L.ynn
McKeon (LMc), Keith McMullen, Margaret Mechtenberg
(MMb), Margo Merrick (MMe), Don Miller (DMi), Joc
Milosevich, Robert Moutgomery, Rod Myers (RMy), Grace
Oakley, John O’Brien Dennis Ochmke, Helen Parker, Rich-
ard Palmer, Chris Phillip, Judy Pollock (JPo), John Purcell,
Jennette Rader, Lee Ramsey, Prashant Rao, Elaine Regehr
(ERg), Adam Reyburn, Kevin Richmond, Doug Robinson,
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Gerry Rosenband, Bill Rowe, Ilarriet Rylaarsdam, Richard
Sandburg (RSa), Jeffrey Sanders (ISa), Tom Schulenberg,
Val Schwartz, Wes Serafin, Mark Seiffert (MSe), Brad
Semel, Darrell Shambaugh, Gerta Shild (GSh), Andy Sigler,
Scott Simpson (SSi), Mary Sidney, Audrey Smith (ASm),
Jim Smith, Cody Smout, Leonard Stanley, Sid Steele, Alan
Stokie, Ellen Strauss (J<St), Sherwin Strauss (SSt), Kevin
Suago, Mike Sweeney (MSw), Craig Thayer, John Van
Benthusen, Matt Vincent, Eric Walters, Jim Ware, Pat Ware,
Allan Welby, Richard Whitton (RWh); David Willard, Ken
Wills (KWi), Kevin Wright, Rick Wright, Ilelen Wuestenfeld.

Waterfowl survey reports by Michelle Georgi (MGe)
are aerial survey estimates.

FALL 1993
Seasonal Field Notes

Red-throated Loon
4-30 Nov. (ad.), Spfld (*DB, *m.ob.).

Pacific Loon
10-12 Dec., Clin.LL (TF, m.ob.)
Common Loon

EA: 22 Sep., Heidecke L (JM); 5 Oct.,
Spfld (DB). M.C.: 117, Wilmette, 30

Common Loon, 22 Sept. 1993,
Heidecke Lake, Grundy County.
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich.

Oct. (EW); 60, Spfld, 14 Nov. (DB). ..D.: 1 Dec., Heidecke I.
(JM); 1 Dcc., JP (PC, HR). Others: 7 Aug. (summercd?-ed.),
Canton (KW).

Pied-billed Grebe

E.A.:20July (2),JP (KC); 4 Aug., Decatur (RP); 4 Aug. (imm.),
Sang.L (DB). M.C.: 40, MS, Aug. (datc?) (WS); 38, Clin.l., 10
Ocl. (MD). L.D. (north): 2 Dec., Shabbona L (DS).

Horned Grebe

E.A.: 10 Sep. (2), Stump L (Jersey Co) (IIW). M.C.: 200+,
ClinL, 31 Oct. (RC, RSa); 39, Wilmeclte/EEvanston, 5 Nov.
(EW). 1..D. (north): 2 Dcc. (3), Shabbona L. (DS).

Red-necked Grebe

EA: 3 Ocl, Wilmette (JO); 10 Ocl. - 20
Nov. (imm.), ClinL (*MD, *RP, RC).
Others: 2-3 Nov.. Spfld (DB); 11 Nov,,
Wilmelte (JSa).

Eared Grebe

li.A.: 30 Sep., Spfld (DB). I..D.: 31 Ocl.
-9 Nov,, Clin. L. (RC, MD).

Western Grebe

EA: 10-11 Nov., CONWR (RD, *TF).
L.D.: 2 Dec., Chi (JP). Others: 29 Nov.,
Wilmeltte (JK) - same as Chi bird?

:KEY TO THE SEASONAL REPORT:

No number signifies single birds.

Other Abbreviations Used:

As a printing aide, the following abbreviations have been used throughout this report.
A number in parentheses () indicates the number of birds observed at a particular location or on a particular date,

ad. = adult pr. = pair

Co (s) =County (ies) L = Lake

subad. = subadult & = documented record
C.A. = Conservation Area N.C. = Nature Center
imm. = imumn. s = specimen record
F.P. = Forest Preserve N.P. = Nature Preserve
yg. = young resp. = respectively

m.ob. = many observers ~EA = Earliest Arrivals (s)
est. = estimated MC = Maximum Count (s)
SALA = State Forest LD = Latest Departure(s)
SIR = State Park

F.W.A. =Fishand Wildlife Arca

N.W.R. = Nat’l Wildlife Refuge

[.LO.R.C. =Illinois Ornithological Records Committee

CarlL = Carlyle Lake (Clinton Co) LRen = Lake Renwick (Will Co)
CBG = Chicago Botanic Garden (Glencoe, Cook Co) LShel = Lake Shelbyville (Moultrie and Shelby Cos)
Chi = Chicago’s Lakefront Parks, excluding JP M.Arb = Morton Arboretum (Du Page Co)
(Cook Co) MFWA = Middlefork F.W.A. (Vermilion Co)
Clin.L = Clinton Lake (De Witt Co) MM = McKee Marsh (Du Page Co)
CONWR = Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge MS = McGinnis Slough (Cook Co)
CNC = Crabtree Nature Center (Cook Co) MTNWR = Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge
Fermi = Fermilab (Du Page Co) Palos = Palos Forest Preserve, inc. Little Red School
GLPSP = Goose Lake Prairie S.P. (Grundy Co) House, Saganashkce Slough, etc. (Cook Co)
HLCA = Horseshoc Lake C.A. (Madison Co) Rend L. = Rend Lake (Franklin & Jefferson Cos)
IBSP = Illinois Beach State Park (Lake Co) RLCA = RiceLake C.A. (I'ulton Co)
P = Chicago’s Jackson Park (Cook Co) SRSF = Sand Ridge State [Forest
KCP = Kennekuk County Park (Vermilion Co) Sang.L. = Sangchris Lake S.P.
KFWA = Kaskaskia F.W.A. (Mouliric Co) (Sangamon and Christian Cos)
LCal = Lake Calumet & vicinity (Cook Co) Spfld = Springfield (Sangamon Co)
LChau = Lake Chatauqua N.W.R. (Mason Co) UCCA = Union County Conservation Area
LCNP = La Salle County Nuclear Plant (I.a Salle Co) Wauk = Waukegan (Lake Co)
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CLAKRK’S GREBE

~An wT ™

23 Nov,, Carl.L. (*J¥} - (3rd statc report—same obseiver re-
ported this species at same site in ’92, both documentations
pending ruling by I.O.R.C.

NORTHERN GANNET

6 Nov. (imm.), JP (*RH et al.); 9 Nov. (imm.), Vernon Hills
(*SFa, *DJ, *LLB)—presumably same bird; 2nd state record. See
seasonal highlights for details.

American White Pelican

E.A. 12 July - 14 Aug. (12), RLCA (KR, m.ob.); 12 Aug. (10),
Oquawka (Henderson Co) (AR) M.C.: 710 (in flocks of 260,

LAJ\,L ua ua.ul i8 u<. ‘I—JU, L_/dluldll, resp. }, 1V1lbblbblpp1 nlvcr
central Henderson Co, 21 Sep. (LMc). L.D.: 16 Nov., MS (WS).
Others: 11 Sep. (11), Petersburg (Menard Co) (CB); 13 Sep. -4
Oct. (11), Spfld (DB. m.ob.); 11 Oct., MS (SF); 14 Oct., Dickson
Mounds (KR); since mid-Feb. (same bird), present in Chi area
mainly at McGinnis Slough {EW); 28 Sep., Glen Eilyn (fide
EW); 22 Oct.-4 Nov., Busse Woods F.P. (Cook Co.) (fide EW).
ANHINGA

21-23 July,Monroe Co (*KM—photos). See seaonal highlights
for details.

Double-crestied Cormorant

EA: 19 July (16), HLCA (KM); 26 July, Evanston (EW); 5 Aug.
(13), Spfld (DB). MC: 1,400, Carl.L, 5 Nov. (KM); 520, LCal,
19 Sep (JL); 400, RLCA, 15 Oct. (RP). LD: 17 Nov., Wilmette
(EW).

American Bittern

EA: 19 Sep., Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (RC); 26 Sep.,
CONWR (TF); 28 Sep., Chi (KH). L.D.: 13 Nov., MS (HH).
Others: 22-24 Oct., Chi (Zoo) (fide EW).

Least Bittern

E.A.: 21 Aug. (2), Spfld (DB). L.D.: 23 Sep., IBSP (TF); 19 Sep.
(bird bred, Summer 1993), Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co)
(RC); 3 Sep., LCal (JPo). Others: 11 Aug. (summering bird),
Mahomet (RC); 15 Aug. (ad. male & imm.), [.Cal (RC); 22 Aug.,
Arcola (RC); 25 Aug., Joliet (JM).

Great Blue Heron

E.A.: 29 June (3), Decatur (RP); 12 July, JP (KC).M.C.: 49, n.w.
Winnebago Co, 26 July (tide VK);48, Union Co, 19 Sep. (KM);
25 Spfld, 4 Aug. (DB); 17,L.Cal, 19 Sep. (JL). L.D.: 4 Dec., (2),

LCal (WM); 8 Nov. (southbound), Wiimette (EW).
Great Egret

EA: 25 June, Spfld (DB); 28 June (3), Pecatonica (Winnebago
Co) (DW); 10 July Middlefork F.P. (RC). M.C.: 353, Jackson
Co, 1 Sep. (CS); 175, Fulton Co, 14 Aug. (RP); 68, LCal, 28 Aug.
(WM). L.D.: 25 Nov.. Carl.L (MSe): 17 Oct.. Du Page Co (RP):
17 Oct., MS (WM); 17 Oct., Starved Rock S.P. (DS). Late
Breeding Record: 1 Sep. (ad. feeding 2 large yg. in nest), LRen
(JM). Others: 28 Aug. (wing dyed red), RLCA (KR).

Snowy Egret

E.A.: 28 june (ad.), Spfid (DB); 19 July (2), LRen (IM); (-7
Aug., Centerville (Piatt Co) (RC, m.ob.); 3 Aug., Decatur (MD).
M.C.: 151, Jackson Co, 21 Aug. (CS). L.D.: 27 Sep., Frank
Holten S.P. (St. Clair Co) (KM). Others: 28-30 July (2 imm.),
Buckbart(Sangamon Co); 31 July-7 Aug., Centerville (Pialt Co)
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(RC); 14-26 Aug., LCal (JI., m.ob.).

Littie Blue kHeroii

EA: 12 July, Spfld (DB).M.C.: 350, Monroe Co, 10 Aug. (KM);
9 (imm.), Spfld, 16 July (DB); 8 (imm.), Centerville (Piatt Co),

7 Aug.(RC,MD). L.D.: 22 Oct. (imm.), CarlL.L. (MSe); 14 Oct.,
near New Lenox (*JM).

REDDISH EGRET

14 Aug. - 2 Oct. (imm.), L.Cal. (*SF—photos, *m.ob.—photos).
Second state report. See separate article in this issue.

Cattle Egret

E.A: 29 June (7). Pecatonia (W!nnp'\aag r‘r\\ IhW\ Q lulv

Laom1 (Sangamon Co) (DB). M.C.: 750, Jackson Co 19 Scp.
(KM); 61 (ad. & yg.), LRen, | Sep. (JM); 55, Stronghurst
(Henderson Co), 15 Sep. (LMc). L.D.: 20 Nov. (2), Havana
(KRY); 25 Oct. (imm.), Heidecke L (JM).

PaTURRR TR N I & 3
ureen-nacked neron

E.A.: 31 July, Chi (KH). M.C.: 21, south Franklin Co, 13 Ang
(LS); 10, Spfld, 23 Aug. (DB). L.D.: 30 Oct., Palos (CT).

Black-crowned Night-Heron

L.A.: 4 July (imun.), Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (RC); 2«
July, Spfld (DB); 25 July (ad.), Mahomet (RC).M.C.: 96, LCNP
8 Aug. (CMc, JMc); 24, Monroe Co, 26 Sep. (KM).

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron

L.D.: 9 Sep., Alexander Co (TF).

WHITE IBIS

26 Aug., Jackson Co (CS).

WHITE-FACED IBIS

14 Oct. (ad.—red eye seen), RLCA (KR, [.A).

Tundra Swan

‘‘‘‘‘

(AS) L.D. 4Dec Chi (Wolf L) (WM) Others 31 Oct. (6 new
migrants), Wilmette (fide EW).

Mute Swan

M.C.: 30+ (incl. young), Lake Co, 10 Nov. (RC, RB, LB).
Others: 19 Nov., Spfld (DB).

Greater White-fronted Goose

E.A:11-21 Nov, Shabbona L (DS). L.D.: I Dec. (5), Heidec!

Sy 1 188,

L (JM) Others: 17 Nov. (2), Chi (Marguuttc e Park) (VS).
Snow Goose

EA: 2 Oct., Pecatonia (Winnebago Co) (ABr); (8 Oct. (25),
LChau (KR); 11 Nov. (45), Carl.L (KM). M.C.: 300, Carl.L, 22
Nov. (KM); 60, Decatur, 29 Nov. (MD). L.D.: 2 Dec., JP (PC).
Otners: 7, Fermy, 4 Nov, (EW); 30, Wilmette, 9 Oct. (RH); 31
Oct.-24 Nov., Evanston (JK, m.ob.).

Ross’ Goose
15 Ocl. - 14 Nov., Fermi (PK, m.ob.).
Canada Goose

E.A. (non-resident): 3 Oct., Urbana (RC). M.C.: 16,000, Horse-
shoe L (Alexander Co), 26 Oct. (RWh); 16,000, CONWR, 15
Nov. (RWh); 2000+, Fermi, 4 Nov. (EW). {Small race} EA: 15
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Oct., Clin.L (RC). MC: 100, Heidecke L, 12 Nov. (JM); 17,
Techny (Cook Co), 3 Nov. (EW).

Wood Duck
M.C.: 150, KCP, 23 Sep. (JS). L.D. (north): 27 Nov., JP (HR).
Green-winged Teal

E.A.: 4 Aug., KFWA (RP); 9 Aug., Chi (KH). M.C.: 2,000,
Carl.L, 2 Nov. (MGe); 1,200, Lower Illinois Valley, 12 Oct.
(MGe). L.D.: 1 Dec., Heidecke L (JM).

American Black Duck

E.A.: 4 ]July, Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (RC); 24 July (2),
Decatur (RP); 8 Sep., Heidecke L. (JM); 26 Sep., Monroe Co
(KM); 3 Oct. (3), Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (RC). M.C.:
2,605, Upper Illinois Valley, 1 Nov. (MGe), 1,500, Carl.L.. 23
Nov. (MGe). L.D. (north): 14 Nov., M.Arb (HH).

Mallard

M.C.: 89,705, Lower Illinois Valley, 15 Nov. (MGe); 30,000,
Rend L, 23 Nov. (MGe), 15,000, Heidecke L, 1 Dec. (JM).

Northern Pintail

E.A.: 14 Sep., Decatur (RP); 25 Sep., Monroe Co (KM). M.C.:
9,775, Lower Mississippi Valley, 1 Nov. (MGe); 5,350, Lower
Illinois Valley, 1 Nov. (MGe). L.D.: 4 Dec., Clin.L (RC); 24
Nov., Chi (KH).

Blue-winged Teal

E.A.: 30 July, Spfld (DB); 3 Aug. (3), Joliet (JM). M.C.: 700,
SpoonRiver bottoms, 7 Sep. (MGe); 350, Monroe Co, 25 Sep.
(KM); 105, Decatur, 9 Sep. (RP); 101, GLPSP, 28 Sep. (JM).
L.D.: 6 Nov.,Clin.L (KR).

Northern Shoveler

E.A.: 5 Aug., Monroe Co (KM); 18 Aug., Decatur (MD); 28
Aug. (female), LCal (WM). M.C.: 120, IILCA, 23 Nov. (KM);
100, Spring L, 4 Oct. (MGe); 25, Decatur, 24 Oct. (RP). I..D.
(north): 11 Dec., Songbird Slough (Du Page Co) (AS).
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n White Pelican, 13 Sept. 1993, Lake Springfield, IL. Photo by Dennis Oehnike.
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Gadwall

E.A.: 14 Aug., Havana(RP). M.C.: 1,000, DelairRefuge (Lower
Mississippi), 12 Oct. (MGe), 500+, Clin.L, 27 Oct. (RC). L.D.
(north): 11 Dec., Songbird Slough (Du Page Co) (AS). L.D.
(summering bird): 25 Aug. (male), Joliet (JM). Others: 4-29
Nov. (albino), Spfld (DB).

American Wigeon

E.A.: 6 July (male, surnmering? - ed.), LRen (JM); 1 Sep. (male),
La Salle Co (DS); 2 Oct. (4), Decatur (RP); 2 Oct. (6), Sang.L
(DB). M.C.:2,670,LowerIllinois Valley, 12 Oct.(MGe); 500+,
Clin.L, 27 Oct. (RC); 65, Palos, 30 Sep. (WS). L.D. (north): 5
Dec., Chi (KH).

Canvasback

E.A.: 3 Oct. (male), Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (RC); 2
Nov. (25), HLCA (KM). M.C.: 5,000, Kcokuk-Nauvoo, 9 Nov.
(MGe). L.D. (north): 1 Dec., Heidecke L (JM). Others: 5, MM,
4 Nov. (EW).

Redhead

E.A.: 27 Sep. (4), Heidecke L (JM); 29 Sep. (2 female), Spfld
(DB). M.C.: 300, Upper Mississippi River Valley, 22 Nov.
(MGe). L.D. (north): 2 Dec. (4), Shabonna L. (DS). Others: 19
July-25 Aug. (female, summering - ed.?), Joliet (JM).

Ring-necked Duck

EA: 18 Sep., (female) Spfld (DB); 26 Sep., Morniroe Co (KM).
MC: 2,850, Lowerlllinois Valley, 15Nov.(MGe); 2,000+, Rend
L,26 Nov. (TF); 1,500, Carl.L, 23 Nov. (MGe); 350, Decatur, 29
Nov. (MD). L.D. (north): 12 Dec., CBG (AS). Others: 13 Sep.
(summering pair last date), LCal (WM); 16 July-25 Aug. (fe-
male, summering - ed.?).

Greater Scaup

E.A.: 9 Oct. (35+), Wilmette (LW, RH); 13 Nov., Spfld (DB).
M.C.: 4,400, Evanston and Chi, 2 Dec. (LB); 1840, Evanston/
Wilmette, 8 Nov. (EW). Others (downstate): 19 Nov. (4), Carl.l.
(KR); 25 Nov., Sang.LL (DB).
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Lesser Scaup

E.A.: 9 Oct. (50+), Wilmette (EW, RH);
230ct.,Clin.L(RC).M.C.: 2,150, Upper
Mississippi Valley, 22 Nov. (MGe),
2,000, Carl.L, 23 Nov. (MGe).

Harlequin Duck
13 Nov., Chi (MC).
Oldsquaw

E.A.: 5-13 Nov. (male), Spfld (DB,
m.ob.); 14 Nov. (2), Wilmette (AS). Very
few reports from L Michigan.

Black Scoter

E.A.: 23 Oct,, Clin.L (RC); 30 Oct. (2),
TRSP(AS);310ct. (imm.), Carl.L(MSe).
M.C.: 9, Spfld, 19 Nov. (DB); 5, Carl.L,
18 Nov. (MS3e); 5, Heidecke L, 22 Nov.
(IM).L.D.: 3 Dec., Chi (Montrose) (fide
EW); 25 Nov. (3), Wilmette (EW). Oth-
ers: 22 Nov., Decatur (RP, MD); 19 Nov.
(2), Rend L (TF).

Surf Scoter

E.A.:19 Oct. (2females), Clin.L (MD); 24 Oct., Evanston (AS);
310ct.(2imm.), Carl.L(MSe). M.C.: 14, Rend L, 19 Nov. (TF),
8 (imm.), Carl.L, 19 Nov. (MSe, KR); 6, Evanston, 19 Nov. (JK);
3, Sptld, 11-19 Nov. (DB, m.ob.). L.D.: 4 Dec., Evanston (fide
EW); 25 Nov., Spfld (DB); 22 Nov., Heidecke L (JM); 22 Nov.
(female), Carlyle (KM).

{Dark-winged Scoters} EA: 9 Oct. (15), Wilmette (RH, EW).
Others: 12, Wilmette, 30 Oct. (EW).

White-winged Scoter

E.A.: 25-26 Oct. (2), Wauk (DJ). M.C.: 4, Wilmelte, 14 Nov.
(AS). L.D.: 17 Nov., Shabbona L (DeKalb Co.) (DS).

Common Goldeneye

E.A.: 24 Oct., Wilmette (JSa); 30 Oct., Decatur (MD); 11 Nov.,
Carlyle (KM). M.C.: 2,000, Heidecke L, 1 Dec. (IM); 390,

Lvanston, 1 Dec. (EW); 175, Spild, 23 Nov. (DB).

Bufflehead

E.A.:3 Scp. (female), LCal(*IPo); 22 Gct., Waiik (BJ); 30 Oct,,
Decatur (MD); 2 Nov. (7), HLCA (KM). M.C.: 200, Goose L, 22
Nov. (MGe); 112, CBG, 4 Nov. (JSa).

{Bufflehead x Goldeneye hybrid}: 26 Nov. (male), Spfld (*DB).
Hooded Merganser

E.A.: 3 Aug., Decatur (RP, MD); 30 Aug. (eclipse male),
Channahon (JM). M.C.: 66, Palos, Nov. 17 (WS). L.D. (north):
1 Dec. (35), Heidecke T (TM),

Common Merganser

E.A.:31Oct. (Male), Palos (WM). M.C.: 25, Meyer-Keokuk, 22
Nov. (MGe). Others: 15 Aug., LCNP (CMc, JMc); 25 Aug. (2
summering females, departure), Joliet (JM); 28 Aug. (female),
Evanston (EW); 28 Scp. (summecring male, departure), Heidecke
L (JM).

Red-breasted Merganser
EA: 23 Oct., Chi (KH); 27 Oct. (2), Clin.L (RC); 2 Nov. (14),

68

White-winged Scoters, 3 Nov. 1993, Heidecke Lake, Grundy
County. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich.

Carl.L (KM). MC: 340, LCal, 10 Nov. (SF); 200+, Rend L, 19
Nov. (TF); 52, Spfld, 9 Nov. (DB). LD: (summering male): 14
Aug., LCal (WM).

Ruddy Duck

E.A.: 12 Aug., Monroe Co (KM); 22 Aug. (female), Decatur
(MD). M.C.: 100, Spfld, 24 Sep. (DB); 100, LChau, 15 Nov.
(MGe); 55, HLCA, 22 Nov. (KM). L.D.: 12 Dec. (5), Clin.L
(RC); 2 Dec., Shabbona L (DS).

Turkey Vulture

EA: 11 Sep., Lake Forest (fide EW). MC: 28, RLCA, 4 Oct.
(KR). LD: 1 Dec., Carl.L (KM); 11 Nov,, Fairmount (JS); 31
Oct., LCal (WM).

Osprey

E.A.:30 June, Sptld (DB); 1 Aug., LRen (JM); 20 Aug., Monroc
Co (KM).M.C.: 6, Palos, 12 Sep. (WS); 6, Spfld, 16 Sep. (DB).
L.D.: 27 Oct. (2), Clin.L. (RC); 17 Oct., Johnson Co (TT').
Mississippi Kite

L.D.: 30 Aug., Union Co (RP); 11 Sep. (3), Madison Co (IIW).
Bald Eagle

E.A.: 3 Aug. (imm.), LCal (JL); 11 Aug., Charleston (BH); 11
Sep. (ad. & imm.), Lake Forest (fide EW). Others: in addition to
the above, 10imm., 5 no age given and 8 ad. were reported away
from (raditional wintering grounds.

MNorthern Harrier

E.A.: 21 Aug. (imum.), Sang.L (DB); 26 Sep., Monroe Co (KM).
M.C.: 7, s. branklin Co., 29 Nov. (LS). L.D.: 28 Nov. (2), De
Kalb Co (DS).

Sharp-shinned Hawk

E.A.: 7 Sep., Spfld (DB); 11 Sep., Lake Forest (fide EW); 12
Sep., Monroe Co. (KM).M.C.: 18, Wauk, 27 Sep. (DJ); 5, Spfld,
23 Sep. (DB). L.D.: 28 Nov., Urbana (RC).
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Cooper’s Hawk

E.A.:5 Aug.,Charleston(BH); 18 Aug.,JP(KC); 28 Sep., Carl.L.
(KM). M.C.: 5,Urbana, 26 Sep. (RC). L.D. (north): 2 Nov. (2),
JP (PC).

Northern Goshawk

E.A.: 10 Oct. (ad. flying n.), s.e. Chi (fide EW); 19-23 Oct.
(imm), Clin. (MD, RP). Others.: 27 Oct - 4 Nov. (imm.),
Urbana (RC); 7 Nov., Evanston (DM etal.); 7 Nov. (imm.), JP
(KC); 9 Nov. - end of period (imm. - different bird), JP (PC,
m.ob.); 16 Nov. (ad.), Urbana(LL); 16 Nov. (ad.), Clin.LL. (MD).

Red-shouldered Hawk
E.A. (migrant): 11 Aug. (ad.),

Chi (KH); 7 Nov., Williamsville (Sangamon Co) (DB). Others:
7 others {rom northern Illinois, 15 others from central Illinois, &
3 others from southern Illinois reported.

Peregrine Falcon

E.A. 1 Sep., livanston (EW); 6 Sep., Clin.LL (RC); (9 Sep,
HLCA (BR). M.C.: 3, Decalur, 9 Scp. (RP, RSa. MD). 1..D.: 13
Nov., Chi (KH); 12 Nov., Wilmetle/Evanston (EW, JK); 12
Nov.,O’Hare Airport (EW); 2 Oct., Jackson Co (TF). Othcrs: 14
July imm.), Monroe Co (KM); 1 Aug.-18 Sep., Chi (KIlctal.);
29 Oct. (banded ad., rightleg red, lcft leg silver), Heidecke L
(JM). July/Aug. dates probably unattached summering birds -
ed. 1 other from northernIllinois, 11 others from central Illinois,

and 4 other from Southern Illi-

Rock Springs (Macon Co) (RP).
L.D.: 10 Nov., Fairmount (JS).
Others: 14 Aug (imm., probably
resident bird), Middlefork F.P.
(Champaign Co) (RW,RC); 18
Sep. (imm.), Mahomet (RC); 29
Sep., Clin.LL (RP).

Broad-winged Hawk

E.A.3 Sep. (imun.,nearbynester?
- ed.), Braidwood (JM); 11 Sep.
(4), Madison Co (HW). M.C.:
825, Spfld, 23 Sep. (DB); 200+,
Columbia(Monroe Co), 25 Sep.
(KM); 100+, Urbana, 24 Scp.
(RC).L.D.: 23 Oct.,Clin.LL.(RP);
28 Sep., Carl.L (KM). Others: 4
Aug. (resident-ed.?), Charleston
(BH).

==

Swainson’s Hawk

E.A.: 7 Aug. (2 ad. - probably
resident), Big TimberRd. (Kane
Co) (CMc, JMc). L.D.: 6 Oct.
(ad.), Rockford (*RMy). Others: 19 Sep. (2 - from Kane/
McHenry Co pop.? -ed.), Boone Co (AB); 22 Sep. (imm.—
foundinjured and sentto University of Illinois Vet. Med. Clinic),
Decatur (1st Macon Co Fall record) (DR, HP-photo, et al.).

Red-tailed Hawk

E.A.: 14 Aug. (imm.), JP (HR). M.C.: 16, Carl.L,, 1 Dec. (KM);
11, Spfld, 20 Nov. (DB). {“Kriders” race} EA: 7 Oct., Spfld
(DB). L.D.: 20 Nov., Spfld (DB).

Photo by Dennis Oehmke.

Rough-legged Hawk

E.A.: 30 Oct.,Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (2) & St. Joseph
(Champaign Co) (1) (RC); 31 Oct., Glenview (JSa); 11 Nov.,
Carl.LL (KM).

Golden Eagle
E.A.: 7 Nov. - 13 Nov,, ClinL (RC, m.ob.).
American Kestrel

E.A.: 26 Aug., Decatur (RP). M.C.: 15, s.e. Douglas and n.w.
Moultrie Cos, 25 Sep. (RC); 15, s. Franklin Co, 29 Nov. (LS).

Merlin

E.A.: 3 Sep., Chi (Zoo) (fide EW); 4 Sep., Winthrop Harbor
(EW); 8 Sep., Decatur (MD); 25 Scp., Rend L (LS). L.D.: 7Nov.,
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Peregrine Falcon, 24 Nov. 1993. Springfield, IL. This
bird had two bands, one silver (a U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service band) and one yellow with an x. According to
Mary Hennen of the Chicago Academy of Sciences, this
bird is not one of Chicago's releases. She is seeking
more information on its origin.

nois reported.
Prairie Falcon

All Reports: 27 Ocl, Weldon
(De Witt Co) (*RC); 27 Oct.-
28 Nov. (imm.—bluecere seen
by RH), Glenview Naval Air
Station (GR, *DJ, *m.ob.); 5
Dec., Chi (WolfL) (*WM) —
possibly the same birds in Cook
Co. 2nd & 3rd Cook Co
records, but should be lookcd
for in the future. Sec scasonal
highlights for details.

~ S Wild Turkey

5 & 19 Sep. (3), Middlefork
F.P —1st Champaign Co
record) (EC, RC).

Northern Bobwhite
M.C.: 26, Spfld, 7 Oct. (DB).
Yellow Rail

E.A.:10Oct.,, CBG (MMe, JW,
PW). L.D.: 5 Nov., Newton (Prairic Chicken Sanctuary) (SSi)

BLACK RAIL

8 Oct. (femalc with imm. ovary), Chi (McCormick Place)
(**DWi). See seasonal highlights for details.

Virginia Rail

E.A.: 23 Aug., south Vermilion Co (JS); 29 Aug., Fairmount
JS).

Sora

E.A.: 21 Aug., Sang.L. (DB). M.C.: 10, Arcola, 11 Sep. (RC).
L.D.: 29 Nov., West Frankfort (LS); 11 Oct., Joliet (JM); 6 Oct.,
Clin.L (RP).

Common Moorhen

E.A.: 14 Aug., Havana (RP). M.C.: 15, I.Cal, 17 Sep. (WM).
L.D.: 11 Oct., Joliet (JM).

American Coot

E.A.: 1 Sep., Heidecke L (JM); 18 Sep. (4), Sang.L (DB). M.C.:
2,000, Heidecke L, 25 Oct. (JM); 1,000, Havana, 15 Oct. (RP,
MD); 1,000, Clin.L, 23 Oct. (RP, et al.); 235, HLCA, 23 Nov.
(KM). L.D. (north): 1 Dec. (50), Heidecke L (JM).
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Sandhill Crane

L.A: 3 Sep., w. jackson Co (CS).
M.C.:500+,Palos,24 Sep. (WS).L.D.:
28 Nov. (110), CNC (DJ); 20 Nov.
(22), Homer (JS). Others: 27 Oct. (3),

Charleston (BH). Others (summering
bird departure): 25 Qct., Palos (CT).

Black-bellied Plover

E.A.: 7 Aug. (8), LCal (JL); 11 Aug.
(ad.), Spfld (DB); 11 Sep. (1st imm.),
LCal (JL). M.C.: 27, LCal, 14 Aug.
(JL); 20, Decatur, 2 Oct. (RC,EC).
i..iJ.: 10 Nov. (inm.), Wauk (i3J).
Lesser Golden Plover

E.A.: 14 July (ad.), Spfld (DB); 28
Aug. (5), Cherry Hill (Boone Co)
{ABri); 11 Sep. (inun.), LCal (JL); 12
Sep. (imm.), Spfld (DB). M.C.: 200+, Galesville (Piatt Co), 13
Oci. (RC); 1206, n.w. Wiil Co, 6 Oci. (JM). L..D.: 8 Nov., Chi
(KH); 24 Oct., Decatur (RP).

Semipalmated Plover

E.A.: 9 July, Decatur (MD); 26 July (4), Monroe Co (KM); 31
July, I.Cal (JI.); 11 Sep. (imm.), LCal (JL). M.C.: 30, Decatur,
8 Sep. (MD). L.D.: 12 Oct,, Decatur (RP).

Piping Plaver

E.A.: 30 June, Decatur (RP, MD); 28 July, Monroe Co (KM).
L.D.: 28 Aug. (winter plum.), IBSP (AS).

Killdeer

M.C.: 550+, Centerville, 7 Aug. (RC, MD); 275, Decatur (RP);
200+, Dickson Mounds, 18 Oct. (KR); 142, NW Will Co, 13 Sep.
(JM); 82, Monroe Co, 15 Aug. (KM).L.D.: 4-5 Dec., CBG (AS,
m.ob.); 29 Nov., Evanston (EW); 25 Nov. (11), Homer (JS); 25
Nov., Spfld (DB).

Black-necked Stilt

M.C.: 4, w. Jackson Co, 21 Aug. (*CS). Others: 26 July (2),
Monroe Co (KM).

American Avocet

E.A.: 14 Aug.,StarvedRock S.P. (CMc,JMc); 20Aug. (female),
Decatur (MD). M.C.: 8, CONWR, 21 Oct (TF), 5, Spfld, 4 Sep.
(DB). L.D.: 24 Oct., LCNP (CMc, JMc). Others: 22 Aug. - 27
Sep. (male, lame leg), Decatur (MD, m.ob.); 26 Aug. - 6 Sep. (up
to 4), west Jackson Co (CS, RP, T'F); 12 Oct. (male), Decatur
(RP).

Greater Y ellowlegs

E.A.: 23 June, Decatur (MD); 4 July, LCal (JL); 4 July (2), north
Will Co (AS); 12 Tnly (R), Havana (KR); 25 Inly, Monroe Co
(KM); 12 Sep. (imm.) LCal (JL). M.C.: 25, Banner Marsh C.A.,
15 Oct. (MD). L.D.: 1 Nov. (5), near Mundelein (DJ); 29 Oct.,,
CBG (LB), 16 Oct. (10), Decatur (RP).

Lesser Yellowlegs

E.A.:22June,LCal(JL); 23 June, Decatur(MD); 6 July, Monroe
Co (KM); 31 July (imm.), LCal (JL). M.C.: 117, LCal, 21 Aug.
(JL); 25, Decatur, 24 Sep. (RP); 21, Monroe Co (KM). L.D.: 16
Oct., Decatur (RP).
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Lesser Golden Plover with Black-bellied Plovers, 25 Sept. 1993, Montrose
Beach, Chicago. Note the thicker bill of the Lesser Golden Plover. Photo by
Kanae Hirabayashi.

Solitary Sandpiper

E.A.: 29 june, Decatur (RP, MD); 30 Jjune, 1.Cal (Ji.);, 12 July,
Monroe Co (KM). M.C.: 21, LCal, 7 July (JL). L.D.: 9 Oct.,
Centerville (Piatt Co) (RC); 21 Aug. (7), LCal (JL).

Willet

E.A.: 25 June (4), Decatur (RP, MD); 5 July (7), IBSP (AS); 6
July (2), Monroe Co (KM). L.D.: 30 Aug., Jackson Co (RP); 29
Aug., Chi (DM).

Spotted Sandpiper
LE.A.: 7 July, Spfld (DB); 16 July, Havana (KR). M.C.: 20, LCal,

12 Aug. (WS). L.D.: 5 Oct, Spfld (DB); 1 Oct., Braidwood &
Heidecke L , resp. (JM); 30 Sep., Skokie Lagoons (EW).
Upland Sandpiper

E.A.: 30 July, Spfld (DB); 31 July, Centerville (Pialt Co) (RC);
3 Aug., Sibley (Ford Co) (LD); 15 Aug., LCal (JL). M.C.: 14,
Decatur (airport), 25 July (RP): 14. Decatur (airport). 28 Aug.
(RC); 11, Spfld (airport), 3 & 14 Aug. (DB). L.D.: 28 Aug. (2),
Cherry Hill (Boone Co) (ABr); 26 Aug., west Jackson Co (CS).
Others: 4 July (displaying), LCal (JL).

E.A.: 29 Aug., IBSP (BE). L.D.: 23 Sep., Chi (Lincoln Park)
(KH); 8 Sep., w. Jackson Co (*CS).

Hudsonian Godwit
E.A.: 2-4 Ocl. (imm.), L.Cal (JO, m.ob.).
Marbled Godwit

EA: 14-15 Aug. (6, then 3 ad.), Carman (Henderson Co) (AR,
m.ob.). L.D.: 28 Sep. - 2 Oct., Decatur (RP, m.ob.).

Ruddy Turnstone

E.A.: 27 July, LCal (SF, et al.); 21 Aug. (imm.), LCal (AS); 3
Sep. (2), LChau (KR). M.C.: 13, west Jackson Co, 6 Sep. (CS);
5, Heidecke L, 30 Aug. (JM). L.D.: 23 Oct. (2), IBSP (AS); 10
Ocl. (2), Wilmette (AS).

Red Knot

E.A.: 23 Aug., LCal (JL); 5 Sep. (3 imm.), LCal (JL); 19 Scp.,
Rend L. (TF).1..1).:12-19 Oct., Wauk(DJ). Others: 2 Oct. (2ad.),
Winpnebago Co (2nd Co record) (¥ABr, JD).

Meadowlark



Sanderling

E.A.: 5 July, IBSP (AS); 8 July, Decatur (MR); 21 Aug. (imm.).
Chi (JL); 25 Aug., Stump L (HW). M.C'.: 71, Chi. 1 Scp. (SF),
19, Decatur, 9 Sep. (RP, MD). L.D.: 15 Nov., Decatur (MD); 7
Nov., Chi (KH); 7 Nov., Wilmeltte (AS); 7 Nov., Wauk (JS).

Semipalmated Sandpiper

EA: 8 July (2), Decatur (MD); 11 July, O’Hare Airport (AS); 20
July, Monroe Co (KM); 21 Aug. (imun.), LCal (JL). M.C.: 278,
LCal, 8 Aug. (WM); 65, Monroe Co, 26
July (KM). L.D.: 10OctL., Decatur (RC).

Western Sandpiper

F.A.:4 July (ad.),LCal (JL); 10-21 July
(2-3), Decatur (RP. MD); 20 July (2),
Monroc Co (KM). M.C.: 4, Decatur, 18
Aug.(MD).L.D.: 15 Sep., Decatur (RP).

Least Sandpiper

[L.A.: 26 June, Spfld (DB); 26 June (2),
Decatur (MD, RC); 27 Junc (2), LCal
(JL); 15 July (2), Monroe Co (KM); 24
July (imm.),LCal (JL).M.C.: 191,LCal,
7 Aug. (JL); 50, Decatur, 5 Sep. (RP).
L.D.: 4 Nov. (3), Decatur (MD); 1 Nov.
(2), CONWR (TF).

White-rumped Sandpiper

E.A.: 12 Sep., O’Hare Airport (AS).
L.D.: 5 Nov. (imm.), Wauk (DJ).

Baird’s Sandpiper

E.A.:30July, Monroe Co (KM); 31 July
(ad.), LCal(JL); 4 Aug. (ad.), Buckhart(Sangamon Co) (DB); 11
Sep. (imun.), LCal (JL). M.C.: 22 (Imm.), LCal, 28 Aug. (WM);
6, Decatur, 15 Sep. (RP). L.D.: 1 Nov., CONWR (TF); 21 Oct.,
Decatur (RP); 19 Oct. (imm.), Wauk (DJ).

Pectoral Sandpiper

E.A.: 4 July (2), north Will Co (AS); 12 July, Dickson Mounds
(KR); 20 July (6), Monroe Co (KM); 31 July (imm.), LCal (JL).
M.C.: 291, LCal, 31 July (JL); 55, Monroe Co, 14 Aug. (KM).
L.D.: 7 Nov., Centerville (Piatt Co) (RC); 7 Nov. (3), Udina
(Kane Co) (AS); 1 Nov., CONWR (TF).

Dunlins and Sanderlings, 11 Oct. 1993, Montrose Beach,
Chicago. Photo by Kanae Hirabayashi.
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Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 8 Sept. 1993,
Heidecke Lake, Grundy County. Photo
by Joe B. Milosevich.

Purple Sandpiper
[EA: 25 Nov. Chi (Rainbow Beach) (DM).
Dunlin

EA: 24 Aug., west Jackson Co (CS); 15 Sep. (5), Spring I. C.A.
(KR). M.C.: 131, Manhattan (Will Co), 17 Ocl. (JM); 70,
Dickson Mounds, 18 Oct. (KR). [.D.: 4-5 Dec., CBG (AS,
m.ob.); 16 Nov. (5), Decatur (MD).

Stilt Sandpiper

[i.A.: 28 June, Decatur (MR); 10 July,
[.Cal (JL); 21 Aug. (imm.), [.Cal (JL).
M.C.: 50, Decatur, 8 Sep. (MD); 33,
Havana, 30 July (KR); 27, 1.Cal, 31
July (JL); 22, w. Jackson Co, 9 Sep.
(TF).L.D.: 200cL. (3), CONWR (TF),
18 Oct. (4), Dickson Mounds (KR); 17
Ocl., Manhattan (Will Co) (JM).

Buft-breasted Sandpiper

Li.A.: 31 July (2), Sangamon Co (DB);
1 Aug. (2),Monroe Co (KM); 14 Aug.
(2 ad., 1 imm.), Carman (Henderson
Co) (AR); 15 Aug., se. Kendall Co
(CMc, JMc).M.C.: 14, n.w. Will Co, 8
Sep. (JM); 11, w. Jackson Co, 6 Sep.
(CS); 6, Decatur, 8 Sep. (MD). L.D.:
25 Scp. (3), Monroe Co (KM); 15 Sep.
(4), Decatur (RP); 11 Sep., NW Will
Co (JM).

Short-billed Dowitcher

EA:22 June, LCal (JL); 6 July, Decatur
(MD); 21 Aug. (imumn.), LCal (JL). M.C.: 100, LCal, 27 July (SF,
etal.); 19, Monroe Co, 26 July (KM); 14, Decatur, 16 July (RP,
MD). L.D.: 24 Sep., Decatur (RP); 19 Sep. (2), LCal (JL).

Long-billed Dowitcher

E.A.: 25 July (calling), Monroc Co (KM); 30 July, Havana(KR).
M.C.: 34, CONWR, 21 Oct. (TF); 12, Decatur, 9 Oct. (MD).

Common Snipe

E.A.: 7 July, LCal (JL); 14 July, Decatur (MD). M.C.: 23,
Royalton (Franklin Co), 8 Oct. (LS). L.D.: Many sightings into
December in central and southern Illinois.

American Woodcock

E.A.: 4 Sep., Urbana (RC). L.D.: 10 Nov., Decalur
(MD); 10 Nov., Buckhart (Sangamon Co) (DB); 3
Nov., Johnson Co (TF).

Wilson’s Phalarope

E.A.:7July (female), LCal (JL); 13 Aug.,MonroeCo
(KM); 20 Aug., RLCA (KR); 21 Aug. (imm.), LCal
(JL, AS). L.D.: 3 Sep., Decatur (MD).

Red-necked Phalarope

E.A.: 31 July (male), Cenlerville (Piatt Co) (RC).
M.C.: 4 Decatur, 28 Aug. (MD).L.D.: 1Oct.,Charles-
ton (RBr).

Red Phalarope
E.A.:17-18 OcL., Wauk (DD); 22 Oct., Carl.L (*JV).
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FParasitic Jjaeger

E.A. 3 Sep, Wiimette (GR). L.D.: i1 Nov,,
Wilmette (JSa); 10 Nov. (different from 11
Nov. bird), Wilmette (EW). {Jaeger species}:
EA: 29 Aug., IBSP (BE). L.D.: 9 Oct (4 dark
imm.), Wilmette (JL, CM).

Laughing Guii
E.A.: 8 & 11 July (1st yr.), Spfld (DB). L.D.:

18-19 Nov. (ad.), Carl.L. (TF—photo, KR).
Others: 10 Sep. (2), Decatur (MD).

Franklin’s Gull

Spfld (DB). M .C.: 4, Decatur, 4 Oct. (MD); 4,
Spfld, 8 Nov.(DB).L.D.: 10 Nov., Spfld (DB).
Others: 31 July (imm.), LCal (WM).

Little Gull
E.A.: 22 Oct. (1st win-

ter), Carl.L (*JV). Gii-
ers: 27 Oct. (ad.), Clin.L
(RC); 31 Oct, Chi (Pratt
ave beach) (AS).

Bonaparte’s Gull

E.A.: 6 Aug. (ad.),
Decatur (MD); 7 Aug. (4),
LCal(WM).M.C.: 1,200,
Carl.L, 5Nov. (KM); 800,
CONWR,30Nov. (KM);
700, Spfid, 16-17 Nov.
(DB); 350+ (migrating
along Big Muddy), s.
Franklin Co, 23 Nov.
(LS); 300, Heidecke L,
11 Oct. (JM); 280,
Evanston, 10 Nov. (EW).
L.D.: 5 Dec. (51), LCal (WM).

Ring-billed Gull

E.A.: 19 July (2 1st summer), Joliet (JM); 25 July (35), Clin.LL
(RP); 25 July (130), Spfld (DB); 8 Aug., HLCA (KM). M.C.:
6,000, Spfld, 17 Nov. (DB); 2,000+, CarlL, 22 Nov. (KM);
1,500, Palos (Sag. Slough), 1 Nov. (CT).

Juvenile Sabine’s Gull, 24
Sept. 1993, Heidecke Luke,
Grundy Cotnty. First county
record.

Photo by Joe B. Milosevich.

Herring Gull

E.A.: 17 july, RLCA (RP); 3 Aug. (2, ist yr.), Boone Co (fide
VK). MC: 5,000, Grayslake, i Nov. (DJ); 750+, Mallard LF.P.,
4 Nov. (EW).

Thayer’s Gull

E.A.: 27 Sep. (ad.), Heidecke L (JM). Others: 9 Oct. (ad.),
Evanston (JL); 7 Nov.. Chi (Lincoln Park) (JL. KH); 14 Nov.
(ad.), Decatur (MD); 20 Nov. (Ist winter & 2nd-winter), LCal
(WM); 22 Nov. (2nd-winter), Evanston (EW); 23 Nov. (ad.),
L.Cal (WM); 27 Nov. (1st-winter), LCal (WM).

Iceland Gull

E.A.: 27 Nov. (ad. “Kumiein’s™), 1.Cal (WM, RH, DM).
Lesser Black-backed Gull

EA: 21 Sep.(3rd yr.), Decatur (MD); 29 Sep - 2 Oct. (3rd fall),
Spfld (DB, EC, *RC). MC: 2, (ad. & 2nd-winter), Mallard L F.P.
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Bonaparte’s Gulls, 10 Nov. 1993, Lake Michigan shoreline, Lvanston,
Cook County. Photo by Ken Oberlander.

(EW)-3rd/4thDuPage Corecords. Others: 11 Oct.-20Nov.,Chi
(Lincoln Park-Montrose) (KH, m.ob.); 31 Oct. (ad.), Spfld(DB);
27-29 Nov. (ad.),LCal(DM,RH,WM);30Nov.(ad.),Grayslake
(*DJ); 1 Dec. (ad. & 3rd winter), Heidecke L, (*JM—photo) - Ist
Grundy Co. record.

Glaucous Gull

E.A.: 10-24 Nov. (I1st-winter), Grayslake (RB, LB, RC, m.ob.);
24 Nov.-11 Dec. (1st-winter, but with 2 1st-winter on27 Nov.),
Evanston (FW, m.ob.); 25 Nov, (2 1st-winter), Chi (JL).

Great Black-
backed Gull

E.A.: 4 Dec. (1st
winter), LCal
(WM).

Black-legged
Kittiwake

LA 16-19 Nov,
Car'lL. (TF—photo,
KR); 19 Nov. (near
ad.), Carl. L (*JV).

Sabine’s Gull

E.A.: 12 Sep.

(imm.), Decatur First-year Rlack Tern, 12 Sept.
(*RP, *MD). 1993, Montrose Beach, Cook
Others: 24 Sep. Couriiy.

(imm.), Heidecke
L (*JM—photo)
— I'st Grundy Co
record, 24-25 Sep. (imm.), LShel (¥RP, *m.ob.); 27 Sep.
(imm.), Decatur (MD); 27 Sep. - 2 Oct. (imm.), Carl.L (*JV).

Photo by Kanae Hirabayashi.

Caspian Tern

E.A.: 16 June, Decatur (MD); 12 June, Spfld (DB); 27 June (ad.),
L.Cal {(WM); 24 July {(4), Monioe Co (KM). M.C.: 24, 1.Caj, i7
Aug. (RP, MD); 14, Spfld, 17 Aug. (DB). L.D.: 27 Scp., Chi
(KH); 27 Sep., Spfld (DB).

Common Tern

M.C.: 97,Rend 1, 19 Sep. (TF); 33, HLCA, 19 Sep. (BR). L.D.:

19 Nov.,Rend L (TF). Others: 28 June, Decatur (MD); 30 June,
Spfld (DB) - both wandering nonbreeders? -ed.).
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Forster’s Tern

E.A.: 28 June (2nd yr.), Spfld (DB); 5 July (3), LCal; 11 July,
Monroc Co (KM). M.C.: 15, Chi (Wolf L), 12 Sep. (WM); 10,
ClinL, 28 Aug. (RP). L.D.: 7 Nov. (3), Carl.l. (BR); 23 Oct,,
ClinLL (RC); 10 Ocl. (2), livanston (AS).

Black Tern

E.A.: 25 June (4 ad.), Spfld
(DB); 25 June, Decatur (RP,
m.ob.); 6 July (5), Monroe
Co (KM). M.C.: 640+
Pomona (Jackson Co), 25
Sep. (KM); 70, Decatur, 24
Aug. (RP, MD). L.D. 21
Sep., Decatur (RP); 11 Sep.,
Chi (JL).

Mourning Dove

M.C.: 100, Spfld, 1 Scp.
(DB); 74, Williamson Co, 18
Nov. (LS); 36, JP, 3 Sep.
(PC, HR).

Monk Parakeet

MC: 75, IP, all fall (PC).
Others: allfall (3), Chi (Lincoln Park) (KH); 29 Aug., Middlefork
F.P. (Champaign Co) (RC).

Black-billed Cuckoo

EA: 11 Aug., Mahomet (RC); 14 Aug., West Frankfort (LS).
L.D.: 26 Sep., Urbana (RC); 26 Scp., Clinton (MD).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

M.C.: 6, Pomona (Jackson Co), 19 Sep. (KM); 5, Decatur, 19
Aug. (RP). L.D.: 18 Oct., RLCA (KR); 17 Oct., West Frankfort
(LS).

Barn Owl
18 Sep., LCal (KS).
Great Horned Owl

Beach, Chicago.

16 Sep. (imm., from 2nd nesting?), Clin.L
(RP); 3 Oct,, JP (JR); 9 & 11 Nov., Chi
(Lincoln Park) (KH).

Snowy Owl

E.A.: 22 Oct., Bolingbrook (Will Co) (fide
EW); 7 Nov., Chi ( Montrose & Meigs Field)
(JL, m.ob.). MC: 6, Chi (5 at Miegs/ 1 at
Montrose), 13 Nov. (AS). A seventh bird
present later at Montrose.

Barred Owl
M.C.: 3, Spfld, 8 Sep. (DB).

Long-eared Owl

E.A.: 14 Nov., Orland Park (WS); 23 Nov.
(2), KCP (SB, RP). Others: 27 Nov. (2),
Homer L (JS).

Short-eared Owl

E.A.:220ct.,Chi(KII). MC: 3, Wilmctte, 29
Oct. (JK). Others: 28 Nov., West Frankfort
(LS).
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Snowy Owl, 7 Nov. 1993, Montrose

Photo by Kanae Hirabayashi.

Northern Saw-whet Owl

L.A.: 31 Oct,, ClinL (RC); 13 Nov., Chi (Wicker Park) (fide
EWY); 13 Nov., Lake Bluff (fidc EW). Others: 27-28 Nov.,CNC
(CW, m.ob.).

Common Nighthawk

E.A.: 16 Aug. (35), Spfld (DB). M.C.: 800, Woodridge
(Du Page Co), 17 Scp. (AW); 300, Belleville, 17 Scp.
(KM); 200, Morton, 18 Sep. (JM). L.D.: 19 Ocl. (2),
Urbana (RC); 17Oct.,Morton (KR); 8Oct.(3), Plainfield
(IM).

Whip-poor-will

L.D.: 3-17 Nov., Chi (Waveland golf coursc) (KH); 20
Sep. (2), Scrub Oak Prairie (Mason Co) (KR).

Chimney Swift

M.C.: 1,000, Decatur, 30 Scp. (MD); 350. Monroe Co,
25Sep. (KM); 250, JP. 15 Sep. (PC,HR). L.D.: 11 Oct,,
Chi (JSa); 7 Oct., Sang.LL (DB); 7 Oct. (6), O’Fallon
(KM).

Ruby-throated Hummingbird

EA: 15 Aug., Libertyville (fide L'W); 29 Aug., Urbana

(EC,RC). MC: 30 (at feeders), Franklin Co, 7 Sep. & 15
Sep. (LS); 6, Spfld, 7 & 10 Sep. (DB); 6, Weldon Springs S.P.,
8 Sep. (RP). L.D.: 29 Oct., Quincy (GO); 17-20 Oct., Olympia
Fields (ESt, SSt, m.ob.). — such late “Ruby-throated Humming-
birds” need to be scrutinized carefully for other possibilities,
especially if not an adult male.

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD

First confirmed State Records: 14 Oct.-11 Nov. (imm. male-
spccimen at Iicld Museum), Olympia Fields (**ESt, SSt,
*m.ob.—photos); 28 Ocl.-17 Dec.+ (imm. male - tail feathers
measured), Murphysboro (RD, m.ob.). See separate articles in
this issue for details.

Northern Saw-whet Owl, 28 Nov. 1993, Crabtree Nature Center,
Cook County. Photo by David B. Johnson.
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Belted Kingfisher
M.C.: 6, Fulton Co, 15 Oct. {RP).
Red-headed Woodpecker

E.A. (migrants): 3 Sep., JP (PC, HR). M.C.: 9. Spfld, 16 Sep.
(DB). L.D. (migrants): 21 Oct. (3), CBG (LB).

Red-bellied Woodpecker

E.A. (wintering bird): 14 Nov., Chi (KH). M.C.: 15, Spfld, 28
Aug. (DB).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

E.A.: 13 Sep., Sannauk F.P. (De Kalb Co) (DS); 19 Sep., Homer

Nov., Chi (KH).

Downy Woodpecker

M.C.: 18, Spfld, 23 Nov. (DB).
Northern Flicker

M.C.: 30, s.e. Douglas/n.w. Moultrie Cos, 25 Sep. (RC); 28,
Skokie Lagoons, 25 Sep. (EW). LD: 15 Nov. (2), Evanston
(JDo).

Pileated Woodpecker

M.C.: 5, Spfld, 8 Aug. (DB). Others:
26 Oct., Big Bend F.P. (Cook Co)
(DJo).

Olive-sided Flycatcher

E.A.: 4 Aug., Buckhart (Sangamon
Co(DB); 7 Aug. (3), Jersey Co (HW).
L.D.: 24 Sep., Sang.L. (DB); 17 Sep.,
JP (PC, HR).

Eastern Wood-Pewee

E.A.: 5 Sep., Chi (JL, KH). M.C.: 12,
Spfld, 22 Aug. (DB); 11, Boone Co.
12 Sep. (AB). L.D.: 6 Oct, Spfld
(DB);3 Oct., Chi (KH); 2 Oct. (inm.),
s.e. McHenry Co (EW).

Yellow-bellied

oy - Daonnly M
CHET veacn, CilicGgo.

Photo by Kanae Hirabayashi.

Tl nntal .
aylau

E.A.: 8 Aug., Spfld (DB); 20 Aug.,

Chi (KH). L.D.: 27 Sep. (2), Spfld
(DB); 11 Sep, Chi (I1.).

S

Acadian Flycatcher

L.D.: 25 Sep. (calling bird), Sanganois C.A. (Barkhausen Unit)
(KR).

Alder Flycatcher

E.A.: 16 July (singing male), Buckhart (Sangamon Co) (DB).
L.D.: 24 Sen. (identified hy voice), Sanganois C A (Rarkhangen
Unit) (KR).

Willgw Klycatcher

E.A.: 29July,Chi(JL). M.C.: 5, Decatur, 10 Sep.(RP).L.D.: 25
Sep. (ad.), Skokie Lagoons (EW); 19 Sep., Chi (KH).

Least Flycatcher

E.A.: 9 July, Spfld (DB); 26 July, Chi (EW). M.C.: 7, Spfld, 4
Sep. (DB). L.D.: 4 Oct,, Spfld (DB); 30 Sep. (2), JP (PC, HR).
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Eastern Phoebe

E.A. i0 Sep., Urbana (EC). M.C.: 6, Boone Co, 19 Sep. (AB).
L.D.:20Nov., Pope Co(TF); 18 Nov., Spftd(DB); 3 Nov.,CBG
(LB); 31 Oct. (2), M. Arb (fide EW).

VERMILION FLYCATCHER

11-18 Cct. {ad. malc), Ivanhoc (Lake

seasonal highlights for details.
Great Crested Flycatcher

E.A.: 22 Aug., Chi (KH). M.C.: 5, Spfld, 20 & 22 Aug. (DB).
L.D.: 30 Sep., West Frankfort (LS); 28 Sep., Urbana (EC); 19
Sep., JP (PC).

Eastern Kingbird

E.A.: 1 Aug., Chi (KH). M.C.: 15, Spfld, 6 Sep. (DB). L.D.: 25
Sep. (3), Saline Co (TF); 24 Sep., Spfld (DB); 12 Sep. Chi (KH).
Horned [Lark

M.C.: 75+, Homer, 14 Oct. (JS). Others: 4 Nov. (2), Mallard
Lake F.P. (EW); 8 Nov. (going n.), Wilmettc (EW).

Purple Martin

E.A.: early July, Evanston (EW). M.C.: 3,000+. Chi, 14-15 Aug.
(KH); 1,000, Chi, 28 Aug. (WM). L.D.: 24 Sep., Chi (KH).

Tree Swallow

E.A.:11July(26),Sang.L(DB).M.C.:
1,000+, Homer L (Champaign Co),
12 Sep.(RC); 1,000, Decatur, 29 Sep.
(RP); 225, Union Co, 19 Sep. (KM).
L.D.: 5 Nov. (4), O’Fallon (KM); 2
Nov., Clin.L (MD).

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

E.A.: 3 Aug., Chi (KH). M.C.: 265.
Union Co, 19 Sep. (KM). L.D.: 3 Oct.
(65), Lnion Co (KM); 27 Sep,, Spfld
(DB).

Bank Swallow

E.A.:25 June (6). Sang.1.(DB).M.C.:
200, LCal, late July(JL); 150, Decatur,
28 July (RP); 150, Monroe Co, 28

July (KM).L.D.: 27 Oct., Wauk (*DIJ);
30 Sep., Spring L C.A. (KR, LA); 26 Sep., Monroc Co (KM).

CHEF Syvallow

ominx VY

E.A.: 11 July (2), Sang.L (DB). M.C.: 400, Decatur, 13 Sep.
(RP); 50, Jackson Co, 19 Sep. (KM). L.D.: 30 Scp., Spring L
C.A. (KR, LA); 26 Sep. (4), Monroe Co (KM); 14 Sep. (10),
Heidecke L (JM).

Barn Swallow

M.C.: 200, Decatur, 13 Sep. (RP); 150, JP, 5 Aug. (HR); 50,
Monroc Co, 25 Sep. (KM).L.D.: 23Nav., I.Charleston (RH); 21
Oct. (4), Decatur (MD).

Blue Jay
M.C.: 115, Spfld, 30 Sep. (DB).
American Crow

M.C.: 350, Belleville, 29 Nov. (KM); 150, Spfld, 5 Nov. (DB).

Meadowlark



Marsh Wren, 11 Sept. 1993, Magic Hedge, Chicago.
Photo by Kanae Hirabayashi.

Fish Crow

M.C.: 45, Monroe Co, 26 Sep. (KM).

Black-capped Chickadee

M.C.: 35, Spfld, 4 Sep. (DB).

Carolina Chickadee

M.C.: 16, Pomona, 19 Sep. (KM).

Tufted Titmouse

Others: 11 Oct. (out of habitat-in a marsh), Joliet (JM). M.C.: 21,
Spfld, 28 Aug. (DB); 17, s. Clinton Co, 5 Nov. (KM).

Red-breasted Nuthatch

E.A.: 21 Aug. (2), Chi (SF), 21 Aug., Rockford (ABr); 22 Aug.,
Urbana (RC); 4 Sep., Pere Marquetic S.P. (HW). M.C.: 12,
Monticello, 14 Oct. (MD); 9, Boone Co, 24 Aug. (AB). Excel-
lent movement through n.c. Illinois; 30+ recorded in Evanston
alone during Sep.- Ocl. (EW, m.ob.).

White-breasted Nuthatch
M.C.: 7, Spfld., 4 & 8 Sep. (DB).
Brown Creeper

E.A.: 17 Sep., Lake Forest (PH); 18 Sep., Chi (KH); 25 Sep.,
Monroce Co (KM); 26 Sep., Spfld (DB). M.C.: 9, Spfld, 23 Nov.
(DB); 4, JP, 6 Ocl. (PC).

Carolina Wren

M.C.: 10, Spfld, 1, 8 & 18 Aug. (DB). Others (north): 10 Aug.,
Chi (KH); 15 Sep. (4), Channahon (JM); 16 Oct. (pr.), Olympia
Fields (RC, SB); 29 Nov., Cherry Valley (Boone Co) (FL).

Bewick’s Wren
L.D.: 30 Sep., Matanzas Prairie (Mason Co) (KR, LA).
House Wren

E.A.: 19 Sep., Chi (KH). M.C.: 13, Gallatin Co, 6 Aug.(L.S); 13,
Spfld, 20 Sep. (DB). L.D.: 22 Nov., Spfld (DB); 6 Nov., Chi
(Rainbow Beach) (WS).

Winter Wren

E.A.: 15 Sep., Lockport (JM); 26 Sep., Urbana (RC); 28 Sep.,
Carl.LL (KM). M.C.: 14, Urbana, 10 Oct. (RC); 4, JP, 11 Oct.
(PC). L.D. (north): 15 Nov., JP (PC).
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Sedge Wren

E.A.: 17 Aug. (7), Jerscy Co. M.C.: 15, Marion Co, 8 Oct. (TT),
11, Greenc Co, 21 Aug. (I1W). L.D.: 3 Nov., Royalton (LS); 9
Oct., Kiceselburg F.P. (Winnebago Co) (ABr).

Marsh Wren

EA: 8 Sep., Chi (KH); 17 Sep., Matanzas Prairie (Mason Co)
(KR). L.D.: 24 Nov., Spfld (DB); 27 Ocl., L.ockport (JM).
Others: 30 July, Sang.I. (DB).

Golden-crowned Kinglet

EA: 17 Sep., Lake Forest (PH); 24 Sep., JP (HR); 26 Scp.,
Urbana (RC); 28 Sep., Monroe Co (KM). MC: 100+, Urbana, 30
Ocl. (RC); 26, JP, 3 Nov. (PC, HR). LD: 29 Nov., Wilnelle
(EW).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

E.A.: 11 Scp., Chi (JL); 13 Sep., Urbana (IiC); 13 Sep., Spfld
(DB); 25 Scp., Monroe Co (KM). M.C.: 12, JP, 31 Oct. (PC); 9,
Spfld, 2 Oct. (DB). L.D.: 4 Dec., Chi (KIT).

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

EA: 20 Aug., Chi (KH). I.D: 2 Oct., Chi (KH); 26 Sep.. Spfld
(DB).

ILastern Bluebird

M.C.: 50, La Salle Co, 24 Oct. (CMc, JMc); 18, Clin.L, 16 Sep.
(RP, MD). L.D.: 4 Dec. (3), Centerville (Piatt Co) (RC); 30 Oct.
(4), M.Arb (fide EW).

Veery

E.A.: 22 Aug, Spfld (DB); 26 Aug., Chi (KH). M.C.: 12,
Urbana, 4 Scp. (RC).L.D.: 12 Oct., Decatur (MD); 9 Ocl. (2),
Chi (JL).

Gray-cheeked Thrush

E.A.: 23 Aug., Chi (KH); 31 Aug., Sang.]. (DB). M.C.: 6,
Urbana, 19 Sep. (RC); 5, JP, 6 Sep. (PC). 1..D.: 18 Oct., JP (PC).

Swainson’s Thrush

E.A.: 21 Aug., Spfld (DB); 24 Aug., Chi (KH). MC: 45, Urbana,
4 Scp. (RC). L.D.: 25 Oct,, Palos (CT); 8 Oct., Clin.L (RP).

Hermit Thrush

E.A.: 12 Sep., Urbana (RC, EC); 16 Sep., Chi (KH). M.C.: 31,
JP, 11 Oct. (PC). L.D.:5Dec., Chi (AS, JSa); 10Nov., Evanston
(EW). Others: 8, Evanston, 3 Nov. (RB).

Wood Thrush

EA:5Sep. (3), Urbana (RC, etal.). LD: 3 Oct., Johnson Co (TF),
2 Oct., Spfld (DB); 25 Sep., JP (PC).

American Robin
M.C.: 350, Palos, 4 Nov. (WS); 200+, IHomer, 18 Oct. (JS).
Gray Catbird

[E.A.: 25 Aug., Urbana (EC). M.C.: 40 Urbana, 26 Sep. (RC).
L.D.: 27 Nov., Homer L (JS); 11 Nov. (dcformed bill), JP (PC).

Northern Mockingbird

M.C.: 7, Spfld, 4 Aug., 7 Oct. & 11 Nov. (DB); 4 (imun.),
Braidwood, 8 Sep. (JM). Others: 28 Sep., Chi (Oak st.) (fide
EW).
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Brown Thrasher

E.A. {(migranis): i9 Sep., JP (PC); 19 Sep., Chi (KII). M.C.: 13,
Spfld, 20 Sep. (DB). L.D.: 29 Nov., Cherry Valley (Boone Co)
(JD, FL), 18 Nov., Spfld (DB).

American Pipit

E.A.: 24 Sep. (10), Heidecke 1. (IM); 29 Sep. (6), Decatur (RC,
MD, etal.). M.C.: 30, Decatur, 1 Oct. (MD); 7, West Frankfort,
12 Oct. (LS). L.D. 11 Dec., Royalton (Franklin Co) (LS); 11
Nov. (5), Spfld (DB); 5 Nov. (2), Wilmette/Evanston (EW).

SPRAGUE’S PIPIT
E.A.: 27 Oct., Urbana(*RC). See seasonal highlights for details.
Cedar Waxwing

EA: 5 Aug. (5), Evanston (EW); 12 Aug. (35), LCal(EW). MC:
500, Urbana, 30 Oct. (RC); 310, Spfld, 5 Nov. (DB); 110+, Bull
Valley (Mc Henry Co), 2 Oct. (EW); 110, Evanston, 2 Nov.
(EW); 110, M.Axb, 4 Nov, (EW). LD: 20 Nov. (14), Wilnieiie
(EW).

BOHEMIAN WAXWING

E.A:: 1 & 3 Nov,, JP (*PC, JL). See seasonal highlights for
details.

Northern Shrike

E.A.: 22 Oct., Chi (KH). Others: 23 Oct., MM (CP); 1 Nov.,
Skokie (Canal) (ASm); 1 Nov., Orland Park (WS); 11 Nov.,
Gleuview (DDa); 20 Nov., IBSP (LR).

Loggerhead Shrike

E.A.:7 Aug., Spfld (DB). M.C.: 8 (ad. & yg.), University Park,
15 Aug. (JM); 4, south Franklin Co, 16 Nov. (LS). Others (north
& central): 28 Sep., Argenta (Macon Co) (MD).

European Starling
M.C.: 2,200 (roost), LCal, 13 Nov. (WM).

w"iln,n“nt‘ W irenn

Yol Tyl v ako

M.C.: 9, Pomona, 19 Sep. (KM); 4, Sang.L., 7 Sep. (DB). L.D.:
3 Oct., Johnson Co (TF); 28 Sep., Sang.L. (DB).

BelPs Vireo

M.C.: 3 (singing males), Braidwood, 3 Sep. (JM); 3, Sang.L, 2
Aug.(DB).L.D.: 30 Sep., West Frankfort (LS); 21 Sep., Decatur
(RP, MD).

Solitary Vireo

E.A.:18 Sep., Weldon Springs S.P.(RP).M.C.: 5, Sptld, 26 Sep.
(DB). L.D.: 17 Oct., Urbana (EC); 3 Oct., Chi (KH).

Yellow-throated Vireo

E.A.: 15 Sep., JP (PC, HR). L.D.: 30 Sep., JP (PC); 26 Sep.,
Urbana (RC, EC).

Warbling Vireo

E.A.: 1 Aug., Chi (KH). M.C.: 6, RLCA, 1 Sep. (KR). L.D.: 14
Oct., M atanzas Prairie (Mason Co) (KR).

Philadelphia Vireo

EA: 9 Aug., Chi (KH); 31 Aug., Spfld (DB). L.D.: 3 Oct,
CONWR (KM); 30 Sep., JP (PC); 28 Sep., Spfld (DB).
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Red-eyed Vireo

E.A. 1 Aug.,Chi(KH);29 Aug.,Forest GlenF.P. (JS).M.C.: 35,
Urbana, 4 Sep. (RC). L.D.: 23 Oct., Evanston (*JPo); 4 Oct.,
Spfld (DB).

Blue-winged Warbler

E.A.: 14 Aug., West Frankfort (LS). M.C.: 3, Spfld, 4 Scp.

..... vy oSy ara Spal

L.D.: 23 Sep., Spfld (DB); 13 Sep., Glencoe (DIJ).
Golden-winged Warbler

E.A.: 20 Aug.,, Spfld (DB); 28 Aug., Chi (KH); 29 Aug.,
Fairview Hts. (KM). M.C.: 8, Spfld, 1 Sep. (DB).L.D.: 26 Sep.,
Decatur (MD); 22 Sep. (inm. female), Chi (Hancock bldg.)
("*KH); 18 Sep., Chi (JL). {“Brewsters” Warbier}: 10 Sep.
(male), Channahon (JM). Others: 16-28 July (attempted to
summer?), Urbana (EC, m.ob.).

Tennessee Warbler

E.A.. 20 Aug., Chi (KH); 20 Aug., Spfid (DB). M.C.: 39, Spfid,
4 Sep. (DB). L.D.: 10 Oct., Urbana (RC); 10 Oct., JP (KC); 3
Oct., CONWK (KM).

Orange-crowned Warbler

E.A.: 5 Sep., Sannauk F.P. (De Kalb Co) (DS); 6 Sep., Fairview
Hts (KM); 10 Sep., Decatur (RP). M.C.: 6, Urbana, 17 Oct.(RC,
EC). L.D.: 17 Nov. (2), JP (PC); 16 Nov., Evanston (JDo).

Nashville Warbler

E.A.: 31 Aug., Sptld (DB); 6 Sep., Chi (KH). M.C.: 20+, Clin.L,,
18 Sep. (RC); 6, Monroe Co, 25 Sep. (KM). L.D.: 18 Nov.
(male), Spfld (DB); 1 Nov., West Frankfort (LS); 31 Oct., JP
(PC).

Northern Parula

E.A.: 6 Sep., Chi (JL); 6 Sep., JP (PC); 8 Sep. (2), Weldon
Springs S.P. (RP). M.C.: 3, Spfld, 11 & 26 Sep. (DB). L.D.: 3
Oct., Urbana (RC); 2 Oct., JP (KC); 2 Oct., Jackson Co (TF)
Yeilow Warbier

E.A.: 31 July (imm.), Spfld (DB); 12 Aug. (2), Chi (EW). MC:

3, Spfld, 16 Sep. (DB). L.D.: 26 Sep., Chi (KH); 24 Sep., Spfld
(DB).

Chestnut-sided Warbler

E.A.: 20 Aug. (7 imm.), Spfld (DB); 21 Aug.,JP(DA).M.C.: 15,
Spfld, 1 & 4 Sep. (DB). L.D.: 1 Nov., Charleston (*BH); 5 Oct.,
JP (KC).

Magnolia Warbler

E.A.: 17 Aug., Urbana (RC):. 22 Aug., Chi (JL, KH); 4 Sep,, s.
Clinton Co(KM).M.C.: 24, Spfld, 20Sep. (DB); 15, Channahon,
15 Sep. (JM). L.D.: 18 Oct., Wesl Frankfort (LS); 11 Oct., Chi
(KI).

Cape May Warbler

EA: 20 Aug., Chi (KH): { Sep.. RLCA (KR). MC: 10, I.Cha,
24 Sep. (KR). LD: 14 Oct, Mattoon (SS, BH); 11 Oct., JP (PC).

Black-throated Blue Warbler

E.A.: 1 &3 Sep., Chi (fide EW); 4 Sep. (female), Chi (JL, KII);
5 Sep. (female), Urbana (RC). M.C.: 4 (2 male, 2 female), JP, 17
Sep.(PC).L.D.: 11 Oct.(male & female), Winnetka(}Sa); 7 Oct.
(female), Spfld (DB). Others (South & Central): 18 Sep. (fe-
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Water Pipit, 24 Sept. 1993, Heidecke Lake, Grundy
County. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich.

male), Clin.LL (RC); 20 Sep., Decatur (MD); 20 Sep. (male),
Spfld (DB); 23 Sep. (female), Spfld (DB); 23 Sep. (male),
Urbana (EC, RC); 24 Sep. (female), Weldon Springs S. P. (RP,
MD).

Yellow-rumped Warbler

E.A. 28 Aug., Chi (KH); 11 Scp., Spfld (DB); 25 Sep. (4),
Monroe Co (KM). M.C.: 400+, Chi, 3 Oct. (JL); 300+, Decatur,
12 Oct. (MD). L.D. (north & central): 28 Nov. (3), Spfld (DB);
22 Nov., Evanston (EW); 20 Nov., Blackhawk Springs F.P.
(Winnebago Co (ABr).

Black-throated Green Warbler

E.A.: 22 Aug. (imm.), Spfld (DB); 4 Sep. (2), Chi (JL, KII); 19
Sep. (2), Pomona (KM).M.C.: 10, Middlcfork F.P. (Champaign
Co), 19 Sep. (RC); 10, Spfld, 24 & 26 Sep. (DB); 10, Mahomet,
25 Sep. (EC); 8, Boone Co, 12 Sep. (AB). L.D.: 31 Oct., LCNP
(CMc); 13 Oct., Urbana (RC); 7 Oct., Skokie Lagoons (EW).

Blackburnian Warbler

E.A.: 20 Aug., Spfld (DB); 24 Aug., JP (fide HR); 24 Aug., Chi
(KH). M.C.: 8, Spfld, 4 Sep. (DB). L.D.: 1 Oct. (2), Spfld (DB);
23 Sep., Chi (KH).

Yellow-throated Warbler
L.D.: 26 Sep., Decatur (MD); 26 Sep., Monroe Co (KM).
Pine Warbler

E.A.: 28 Aug., Chi (JL). M.C.: 5,Homer, 27 Sep. (JS). L.D.: 28
Nov., Urbana (RC); 3 Oct.,, CONWR (KM); 1 Oct., Wauk (fide
EW).

Prairie Warbler

L.D.: 30 Sep., Skokie Lagoons (*EW); 23 Sep., Wilmette (JK),
11 Sep., Johnson Co ('I'l%).

Palm Warbler
E.A.: 28 Aug., Chi (KH; 10 Sep., Sang.L. (DB). M.C.: 55, Chi,
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18 Sep. (LW). L.D.: 11 Nov., IP (PC, HR); 26 Ocl., Wilmette
(LW).

Bay-breasted Warbler

LA 28 Aug. (2), Splld (DB); 3 Sep. (2), I’ (PC, HR); 4 Scp,,
south Clinton Co (KM). M.C.: 20, JP, 17 Sep. (PC, IIR); 20.

Urbana, 19 Sep. (RC). [..D.: 5 Oct., Splld (DB); 3 OcL., Chi (JL.,
KH).

Blackpoll Warbler

E.A.: 23 Aug., Chi (KH); 25 Aug., Spfld (DB). M.C..: 41, JP, 6
Sep. (PC). L.D.: 11 Oct., JP (PC).

Black-and-white Warbler

E.A.: 18 Aug. (ad.), Spfld (DB); 21 Aug., JI> (DA). M.C.: 11,
Spfld, 4 Sep. (DB); 7,JP. 6 Sep. (PC).1..13.: 22 Ocl. (imm.),IBSP
(PH); 12 OctL., Decatur (MD); 3 Oct., Chi (JL, KH).

American Redstart

I.A.: 7 Aug., Spfld(DB); 29 Aug. Fairview Hts (KM). M.C.: 50,
Channahon, 15 Sep. (JM); 26, Spfid, 4 Sep. (DB).1..1D.: 4 Nov.,
Urbana (RC); 21 Oct,, JP (PC).

Prothonotary Warbler

L.D.: 11 Aug., Monroe Co (KM); 8 Aug. (2), Splld (DB).
Worm-eating Warbler

L.D.: 3 Oct., Johnson Co (TF).

Ovenbird

E.A.: 8 Aug.,Chi (KH); 20 Aug., Spfld (DB). M.C. 11, Spfld, |1
Sep. (DB);5,JP, 5 Sep. (PC). L.D.: 18 Oct., Chi (KH); 12 Oct,,
Decatur (MD).

Northern Waterthrush

E.A.: 27 July, Chi (EW); 27 Aug., Spfld (DB). M.C.: 10, JP, 17
Sep. (PC, HR). L.D.: 9 Nov., JP (fidc EW); 14 OclL,, Chi (KH);
2 Oct.,DuBois (Macon Co) (RP).

Louisiana Waterthrush

L.A.: 5 Aug., Spfld (DB). L.D.: 10 Sep., Chi (KR, LA).
Kentucky Warbler

L.D.: 19 Sep., Urbana (RC); 10 Sep., Pomona (KM).
Connecticut Warbler

E.A.:3Sep. (2),JP (PC). L.D.: 20 Sep., Decatur (MD); 19 Sep.,
Chi (KH).

Mourning Warbler

E.A.: 20 Aug, Chi (m.ob.); 1 Sep. (imun.), Spfld (DB). L.D.: 2
Oct., Chi (KH); 21 Sep., Spfld (DB).

Common Yellowthroat

M.C.: 12,Spfld, 1 Aug. (DB); 6,JP, 28 Sep. (PC).L.D.: 22 Nov.,
Lockport (JM); 22 Nov. (imm. malc), Spfld (DB).

Wilson’s Warbler

E.A: 21 Aug. (2), Chi (JL, KH); 29 Aug., Williamsville
(Sangamon Co) (DB). M.C.: 9, Spfld, 20 Sep. (DB); 7, Chi, 11
Sep. (JL). L.D.: 30 Sep., Skokie Lagoons (EW); 26 Sep.. Chi
(KH); 26 Sep., Spfld (DB).
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Canada Warbier

E.A.: 20 Aug. {imm. fcmaic), Spfid (DB); 2i Aug., Chi (JL).
L.D.: 10 Oct., Mattoon (SS); 20 Sep., Chi (KH).
Yellow-breasted Chat

L.D.: 1 Sep., Sang.L. (DB).

Summer Tanager

L.D.: 6 Oct., Johnson Co (TF), 24 Sep., LChau (KR)

Scarlet Tanager

M.C.: 4, Spfld, 20 Aug. (DB). L.D.: 10 Oct., West Frankfort
(LS); 4 Oct., Spfld (DB); 4 Oct., Lockport (JM).

Northern Cardinal
M.C.: 31, Spfld, 22 Nov. (DB).

Rose-breasied Grosbeak
E.A. 8 Aug, Urbana; 28 Aug., Chi (KH). M.C.. 20, CiinL, 18
Sep. (RC); 20, Spfld, 20 Sep. (DB); 7, Skokie Lagoons, 25 Sep.

{EW). L.B.: 7 Get., Joliet (3vI).

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK

E.A.:16-18 Sep., Clin.LL (*RP, *m.ob.) See seasonal highlights
for details.

Blue Grosbeak
L.D.: 6 Sep. (2), Buckhart (Sangamon Co) (DB).
Indigo Bunting

E.A.:9Sep.,Chi(KH).M.C.: 30+, WestFrankfort, 2 Sep. & 30+,
Royalton, 9 Sep., resp. (LS); 28, Spfld, 7 Aug. (DB). L.D.: 28
Nov., Urbana (RC); 26 Nov., Charleston (BH).

Dickcissel

M.C.: 14, Sangamon Co, 7 Aug. (DB). L.D.: 23 Oct., Royalton
(LS); 7 Oct. (male), Decatur (MD); 7 Oct,, Sang.L (DB).

Meelfrvec ~2 T Mo b
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E.A. 6 Oct., JP (PC). M.C.: 10, West Frankfort, 20 Oct (LS).
L.D. (north): 12 Nov., JP (PC). {Spotted Towhee}: 7-10 Nov.
(female), Evanston (feeder) (EW).

American Tree Sparrow

E.A.: 2 Oct., Chi (KH); 31 Oct., Urbana (RC); 31 Oct., Homer
(JS). M.C.: 300, MI'NWR (Calhoun Co), 22 Nov. (ITW); 200,
Urbana, 28 Nov. (RC).

Chipping Sparrow

E.A.: 19 Aug., JP (HR). M.C.: 71, Johnson Co, 14 Sep. (TF).
L.D.: 17 Nov., Spfld (DB); 13 Nov., West Frankfort (LS); 8
Nov., Sugar River Alder F.P. (Winncbago Co) (ABr).

Clay-colored Sparrow

EA: 18 Sep., Chi (EW); 2Oct., Chi (KH).LD: 1 1 Oct., Chi (KH);
10 Oct., Urbana (RC); 8 Oct., SRSF (KR).

Field Sparrow

E.A.: 3 Oct,, Chi (JL, KH). M.C.: 19, Spfld, 3 Aug. (DB). LD:
5 Nov., Evanston (EW).

Vesper Sparrow

E.A.:3 Oct., Chi (KH). M.C.: 12, Spring L. C.A., 15 Oct. (KR).
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L.D.: 5 Dec., JP (*PC); 22 Oct., IBSP (PH).

Lark Sparrow

LD: 4 Sep., Chi (TS).

Savannah Sparrow

E.A.: 7 Aug. (3), Chi (JL); 9 Sep., Chi (KH); 15 Sep., Decatur

(RP). M.C.: 60, Royalton, 14 Oct. (LS); 14, Clin.L, 8 Oct. (RP).
L.D.: 28 Nov. (4), Urbana (RC); 6 Nov., Chi (KH).

Grasshopper Sparrow
M.C.: 5, Spfld, 3 Aug. (DB). L.D.: 10 Nov., Spfld (DB).
Henslow’s Sparrow

L.D.:9 Oct., Chi (AS, JSa); 5 Oct,, Zeigler (LS); 5 Oct., Urbana
(MDo). Others: 20 Aug. (resident male), Middlefork F.P.
(Champaign Co) (RW); 25 Aug., West Frankfort (LS).

Le Conte’s Sparrow

E.A.: 4 Oct., Chi (CP); 6 Oct. (2), Clin.L. (RP); 8 Oct., Royalton
(LS).M.C.: 4, Clin.1; 13 Oct. (RC). L. D.: 24 Nov,, Spfld (DRB);
22 Nov., West Frankfort (LS).

Sharp-tailed Sparrow

E.A.:10Sep., Sang.L (DB); 23 Sep. Chi (fide RB). M.C.: 5, Chi,
28 Sep. (DM); 3, Clin.L, § Oct. (MD). L.D.: 13 Oct., Clin.LL
(RC); 8 Oct., Marion Co (*TT).

Fox Sparrow

E.A.: 23 Sep., Chi (KH); 10 Oct. (10), Urbana (RC). M.C.: 21,
West Frankfort, 10 Nov. (L.S); 15, Spfld, 8 Nov. (DB). L.D.: 28
Nov., Spfld (DB); 22 Nov., Lockport (JM).

Song Sparrow

M.C.: 36, Spfld, 22 Nov. (DB). L.D. (north): 3 Dec., JP (PC).
Lincoln’s Sparrow

E.A.: 29 Aug.,Chi (KH). M.C.: 9, West Frankfort, 21 Oct. (LS);
7, Chi, 23 Sep. (JL); 6, Urbana, 5 Oct. (RC). L.D.: 5 Nov. (2),
West Frankfort (I.S); 3 Nov., JP (PC).

Swamp Sparrow

E.A: 17 Sep., JP (PC, HR); 18 Sep., Spiid {(DB); 20 Sep.,
Monroe Co (KM). M.C.: 50, Spfld, 24 Nov. (DB); 50, Urbana,
28 Nov. (RC). L.D. (north): 12 Nov., Chi (KH).
White-throated Sparrow

E.A.: 16 Sep,, Chi {(KH); 20 Sep., Spfld (DB); 2 Oct,, Pine IHills
(Union Co), (KM). M.C.: 100+, Homer, 10 Oct. (JS); 76, JP, 11
Oct. (PC); 65, south Clinton Co, 5 Nov. (KM). L.D. (north): 4
Dec., Chi (KH).

White-crowned Sparrow

E.A.: 16 Sep., Chi (KH); 20 Sep. Spfld (DB). M.C.: 40, Spfld, 5
Nov. (DB). L.D. (north): 17 Nov., Evanston (EW). {“Gambels”
racc}; 20 Oct., Urbana (RC).

Harris’ Sparrow

E.A.:18 Aug. (imm.), JP (*PR,DA,GSh).L.D.: 17Nov. (imimn.),
Spfld (DB); 15 Nev., CNC (XWi). Others: 7-10 Oct. (imm.),
Urbana (RC); 8 Oct., Chi (KH).

Dark-eyed Junco
E.A.: 18 Sep. (3), Chi (JL); 24 Sep., LChau (KR). M.C.: 400,
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Snow Bunting, 8 November 1993, Montrose Beach, Chicago.

Photo by Kanae Hirabayashi.

SRSF, 12 Nov. (KR). {“Oregon’race}: 12 Oct. (male), JP (PC);
2 Nov. (female), Evanston (EW); 16 & 17 Nov. (2), Spfld (DB);
28 Nov. (2), Urbana (RC).

Lapland Longspur

E.A.: 13 Oct., Clin.LL. (RC);23 Oct.,Chi(KH).M.C.: 10,000, De
Witt & Macon Cos, 18 Nov. (MD); 5,000+, CarlL, 28 Nov.
(MSe); 2,000+, Flatville (Champaign Co), 6 Nov. (RC, EC).

Snow Bunting

E.A.:23 Oct.,Chi (KH).M.C.: 150, Chi (Miegs airport),31 Oct.
(fide EW); 100, Heidecke L, 3 Nov. (JM); 50,IBSP,30Oct. (fide
EW).

Bobolink

E.A.: 14 Aug. (5), Spfld (DB); 14 Aug. (2), near M.Arb (EW).
M.C.:75,Spfld, 21 & 23 Sep. (DB).L.D.: 50ct. (2), Spfld (DB);
2 Oct. (4), Jackson Co (TF).

Red-winged Blackbird
MC: 3,000, Spfld, 15 Sep. (DB). LD: 22 Nov., Evanston (EW).
Eastern Meadowlark

M.C.: 55, Monroe Co, 25 Sep. (KM); 26, Boone Co, 16 Oct.
(AB); 23, Spfld, 7 Aug. (DB).

Yellow-headed Blackbird

M.C.: 5 (2 imm,, 1 female, 2 male), Boone Co, 20 Aug. (AB).
L.D.: 3 Nov. (male), Royalton (LS).

Rusty Blackbird

EA: 2 Oct., Spfld (EC); 3 Oct., Urbana(RC); 9 Oct., Chi (JL); 31
Oct. (2), Rend L (TF). M.C.: 200+, Clin.L, 18 Nov. (MD).L.D.:
29 Nov. (10), Spfld (DB); 9 Nov., Chi (KH).

Brewer’s Blackbird

E.A.: 11 Nov. (2 males, 2 fcmales), Homer (JS). M.C.: 44 (1/3
females), Grundy/LaSalle county line (CMc, JMc).

Common Grackle

M.C.: 3,000, Spfld, 20 Scp., 8 & 9 Nov. (DB). LD: 17 Nov. (20),
Wilmette (EW).
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Brown-headed Cowhird
M.C.: 1,000, Spfld, 11 Aug. (DB).
Orchard Oriole

M.C.: 7, Spfld, 1 Aug. (DB). L.D.: 4 Scp., Spfld (DB); 3
Sep. (2), Braidwood (JM).

Northern Oriole

M.C.:11,Spfld, 21 Aug.& | Sep. (DB).L.D.: 30 Noyv. (ad.
male), Farmingdale (Sangamon Co) (DB, DO—pholo);
11 Sep., Chi (JL).

PINE GROSBEAK

26 Oct. (male), Urbana (*MDo) - 1st Champaign Co
record. See seasonal highlights for dctails.

Purple Finch

E.A.: 2 Sep., Chi (KH); 4 Scp., Urbana (RC); 21 Sep,,
Johnson Co (TF).M.C.: 50, Urbana, 30 OcL. (RC). Others:
5 Nov. (2), s. Clinton Co (KM).

House Finch

M.C.:75 (est. atone feeder), Homer, early Fall (JS); 48, Glenview
(feeder), 30 Sep. (EW).

Red Crossbill

EA:20 Aug. (2), SRSF (KR); 5 Oct. (male), Urbana (RC).M.C.:
15, Evanston, 3 Nov. (RB). Others: 2 Nov., JP (DM).

White-winged Crossbill

13 Nov. (feeder), Libertyville (CC) - 1stIllinois fallrecord since
’89.

Common Redpoll

E.A.: 31 Oct., Wilmettc & Chi, resp. (RB & MSw, resp.). M.C.:
100, Rock Cut S.P., 7 Nov. (MV); 70, Clin.L, 29 Nov. (RSa).
Others: 2 Nov. (36), CBG (LB), 2 Nov., JP (SF, et al.); 4 Nov.,
Mallard L F.P. (EW); 6 Nov. (6), Chi (Montrose) (AS); 16-18
Nov. (2), Homer (JS); 19 Nov. (4), Spfld (DB); 20 Nov. (30),
near Techny (Cook Co) (fide EW); 20Nov. (10), Clin.LL. (RC),21
Nov. (6), LCNP (CMc, JMc); 24 Nov., Wilmette (JK); 24-27
Nov. (21-22), CBG (LB, AS); 5 Dec. (6), JP (PC). Good influx
the first week of Nov.

Pine Siskin

EA: 29 Sep., Spfld (DB). MC: 60, Clin.L,, 27 Oct. (RC). LD: 12
Nov. (southbound), Evanston (EW). Others: 5 Nov. (3), Carl.L
(KM).

American Goldfinch

M.C.: 200, Jersey Co, 22 Oct. (HW). Others: 8 Sep. (nest with 6
eggs), Braidwood (JM); 30 Nov. (partial albino), L.ake Forest
(D).

Evening Grosbeak

E.A.: 30 Oct. - 3 Nov. (3 male, 4 female), Urbana (EC, m.ob.).
M.C.: 22, Gallatin Co, 17 Nov. (TF); 8 (all femalcs), Homer, 31
Oct. (JS); 8, Winnebago Co, 6 Nov. (JDo). Others: 7 Nov. (5),
Wilmette (AS); 10 Nov., Wilmette (EW); 14 Nov. (4), Glencoe
(LB); 16-17 Nov. (1 male, 1 female), Severson Dells F.P.
(Winnebago Co) (DMi); 29 Nov. (male), Cherry Valley (Boone
Co)(JD);30Nov., Pope Co (TF); 30 Nov. (2 female), Charleston
(RBr).
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Eurasian Tree Sparrow

M.C.: 14, Spfld, 12 Nov. (DB). Others: 7
Monmouth (DHu).

Exotics:

Ringed Turtle Dove

1-4 Aug., Chi (Grant Park) (KH).
Red-billed Quilia

21 Aug., Chi (KH).

Nov. (2 at feeder),

Crimson-fronted Parakeet
20 Nov. (2), Iivanston (EW).
Dusky-headed Parakeet

15 Oct,, Wilmette (EW).
Addendum (Winter 1992-93):
American Crow

M.C.: 67,000, Danville, | Jan. (SB, m.ob.).

Corrigenda

Volume 2 Number 3: p. 100. The last sentence of paragraph
1 should read: The annual species totals for these two CBCs
vary from the low 80s to the upper 90s.

Volume 2, Number 4:
ePage 121 should read: Spring 1993.

* Photo caplion on 148 should read: Ruddy Turnstone, 13
May 1993, Heidecke l.ake, Grundy County.

*Pholo captiononpage 157 shouldread:L.cConte’s Sparrow,
22 April 1993. Magic Hedge. Cook County. This is the same
bird depicted on the back cover.

= Index on pages 152 and 160 should also includc: Sandcrs,
Jeffrey, Red-breastcd Nuthatches Feed Young at Illinois
Beach State Park, 22.

Season FIELD NOTES EDITOR

WINTER SEASON

1 December - 28 Fehroary 7 March
SPRING MIGRATION

1 March - 31 May 7 June
BREEDING SEASGN

1 June - 31 July 7 August

FALIL MIGRATION

1 August - 30 November 7 December

Scnd winter season noles (0

Robert Danley, 2201 Clay Street, Murphysboro. 1. 62966.
Send fall aid spring mmigration notes (o

Robert Chapel, 306 1/2 West California, Urbana, 11 61861,
Send breeding scason notes to

Vernon M. Klecn, Avian Ecology Program, Natural Herilage
Division, 524 S. Sccond St. Springfield, 11. 62706.
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SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Members of the Illinois Ornithological Society re-
ceive Meadowlark, the quarterly journal, plus Wings
Over The Prairie, the 10S newsletter. Members are also
invitedto specialfield trips, the annualmeeting, and other
10S functions.

T'o join or send a gif't subscription, send your name
or that of the giftrecipient, address, and telephone number
along with fee to:

10S
PO Box 1971
Evanston, IL. 60204-1971

Back issues of Volume | are still available for $5 each.

Fees: Individual $20; Family $30; Full-time student
$10; Contributor $50 - $99; Supporter $100 - $499;
Sponsor $500.

BINOCULARS REPAIRED

ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Estimates: No Cost or Obligation
HerbKoehler - Owner

Binocular Technician 44 years

TELE-OPTICS

5514 Lawrence Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630
(312) 238-7757

Springbouse, begins where the
travel brochures leave off.

Read about the real Southern Illinois:
History, folklore, humor, recipes, and letters-
always plenty of letters.
One-year subscription (6 issues) $15.00

Springbouse
P.0. Box 61
Herod, IL. 62947
Tel. No. (618) 252-3341

* We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and illus-
trations for possible publication in Meadowlark.

* Arlicle topics include unusuval bird sightings and
nesling accounts, technical papers on bird research, and
otherarticles such as bird {inding guides and field identi-
lication tips. Joy of birding articles will be considered.

* Manuscripts should be Lypewrillen or compuler-
generated, double spaced and on only one side of num-
bered pages. PPlease send two copics ol your manuscriplt
and make sure you keep another for your records.

*If you are able, submitan IBM compaltible computer
disc in ascii file format or Word Perfect 5.1.

* Include name, address, and day and night tiine phone
numbers. Other pertinent information about your qualifi-
cations and background is also helpful.

* We prefer clear black and white or color print
photographs. Color slides may also be acceplable.

* We reserve the right to review and edit arlicles
according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readabilily.

* Send articles, photographs, and inquiries (o:

Sheryl De Vore, Chictf Editor,
967 Bracburn Road, Mundelcin, IT. 60060.

* Pen and ink drawings are also accepted. Contact

Denis Kania at 1536 Preston Road,
Naperville, IL. 60563.
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CCROW

.+ . A Unique Store Providing,
Birding Essentials,
Accessories and Gifts

2112 Central St. * Evanston
332-2769(CROW) - 800-404-5959




=

A
=
—
~

Northern Oriole present at the very late date of I Dec.
1993 in Farmingdale, IL. Photo by Dennis Oehmke.



